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THE ORTHODOX BENEVOLENT FUND 

At the request of the Synod of Bishops, the ttle of the Benevo- 
lent Fund has been shortened to the above, to avoid any possible 
confusion with the St. John of Kronstadt Memoral Fund, based in 
Utica, NY. 

‘While donations to the Fund have been encouraging, the needs 
‘are enormous. A letter from the Convent and Orphanage in Chile 
elsewhere in this issue will apprise contributors of the situation 
there, 

Recent word from Fr, Gerasimos indicates that heand his family 
have safely returned to Bukasa Island in Uganda, where the life of 
the mission and clinic continues. Political difficulties in Uganda 
have caused an astronomical increase in the cost of concrete, which 
hasslowed construction on the Temple, Work toward the establish- 
mentof aradio link between Tennessee and Uganda continues: Fr, 
Gerasimos has long been on the ar, the only amateur radio operator 
inUganda, When the necesssary licensing has been procured for an 
‘operator here (time, time, time!), it will be time to seek funds for the 
procurement of appropriate transmission equipment (transceiver 
‘andantenna)... lines out justin case something especially appropri 
‘te should become available at a favorable price sooner rather than 
later, 

Since its establishment, the Fund has received donations to- 
Lalling $11,423. Of this amount, $4,075 has been set aside for the 
Orphanage in Chile, $6,219 for the Clinic in Uganda, $350 for the 
Brotherhood of St. Edward in England, $225 for relief w Orthodox 
clergy, $135 for relief to needy Orthodox families, $125 for the St, 
John of Kronstadt Press, andl $294 for discretionary application 
(including Fund administrative costs). 

Current balances inthe accounts (awaiting distribution) are: for 
the Orphanage in Chile, $600; for the Clinic in Uganda, $2,597.45; 
for the St. Edward Brotherhood, none; for clergy relief, $63; for 
Orthodox families, $135; for the Press, $100; and for discretionary 
use, $245.86. (Administrative costs are limited to postage and an 
occasional telephone charge... all other costs are borne by the 
Press.) 

Complete annual statements of income and disbursements are 
filed with the Synod of Bishops (with interim statements if and 
‘when requested), disclosing details of donations and disburse- 
‘ments. Contributors receive a signed receipt foreach donation, and 
‘a summary account of donations in January of each year (for tax 
purposes) 

Your continuing support is urgently needed... please give 
generously, as we celebrate together the holy Nativity of our 
Lord and Savior. May the Lord reward you richly! 
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EPISTLE OF THE SYNOD OF BISHOPS 
OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH OUTSIDE OF RUSSIA, 
TO THE PASTORS AND FLOCK OF THE RUSSIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH 


“...the power of the Church lies not in an 
intact extemal organization, but in the 
unity of faith and love committed by Her 
to Her children!” 


Beloved brethren and sisters in Christ, children of the 
Russian Orthodox Church! The millenial anniversary of the 
baptism of our forbears is now approaching — an event 
which marked the beginning of the life of the Church and 
grace in the Russian land, and which has resulted in us, their 
posterity, being Orthodox Christians. 

This jubilee must be a festive anniversary for each 
Russian Orthodox Christian, wherever he may live, as well 
as for all the non-Russian children of our Church, who 
participate in Her grace-filled life. 

But, alas! our Mother Church has had to live through a 
terrible era, and is stil trying to survive it to this very day. 
‘There is no unity among Her reason-endowed flock. Her 
garments are stained with the blood of the millions martyred 
for Christ and for being faithful to His Church. Her ancient 
shrines are mocked; her churches are in ruins. She weeps for 
Her children, They have received a new baptism in blood as 
they leave behind a thousand years of their Christian history. 

‘The persecution of Her faithful children continues, and 
the gates of the forced-labor camps and prisons even today 
yawn wide to receive them. ‘The Patriarchate of Moscow, 
officially recognized by the godless dictators of our home- 
land, is powerless to help the persecuted or to better its own 
position inany way. The millenial jubilee isnota particularly 
happy occasion for us, even though a “great celebration” is 
being prepared in our homeland to mark it. 

In the paschal epistle of the Patriarch of Moscow, the 
faithful read astonishing words about a supposed “universal 
renewal” of the life of our land. We hope that this renewal 
will touch, first of all, the life of the much-suffering Church. 

Apparently believingiin the possibility of sucha renewal, 
‘members of the synod of the Patriarchate of Moscow say, in 
their pre-jubiee epistle of 21 June 1987, that “the coming 
jubilee must be a celebration also for those children of the 
Church of Russia who, for various reasons, are not at present 
inhersalvific fold... They therefore address to the hierarchs, 
clergy and laity who comprise the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia... a fraternal appeal to overcome the spirit 
of bittemess and divisiveness, and to glorify the name of our 
Lord and Savior with one mouth and one heart... that the 
approaching jubilee may become a celebration for the total- 
ity of the Church of Russia...” 

We welcome this good desire and give thanks for the 
invitation. But even they who call upon us speak in their 
epistle of the various reasons which divide us. 

‘The first reason is the denial by the Patriarchate of 
Moscow of the martyrs and confessors of our time. It is 


impossible to say that we have had no martyrs for the Faith, 
as we have heard repeatedly from the lips of representatives 
of the Patriarchate of Moscow; we cannot remain silentabout 
their struggle or avoid speaking of it, especially at the 
millenial anniversary of the baptism of Rus’, hereby distort- 
ing the history of the Church of recent times. 

‘The fullness of the Church is not confined only to the 
faithful who live on earth. She cannot be conceived of 
without all the saints of Russia, among whom are the martyrs 
of recent decades. It is for this reason that the celebration of 
the jubilee coincides with the day on which all the saints who 
have shone forth in the Russian land are commemorated and 
invoked in prayer. The One Church of Russia, heavenly and 
earthly, comprises her fullness. 

‘Thus, keeping in mind the “universal renewal” in which 
those who invite us believe, we, for our part, invite them 
fearlessly and openly to confess the struggle of the new- 
‘martyrs and confessors of our Church who have now been 
slorified. 

Without ardent prayers to them, without sharing one 
‘mouth and one heart with them, there cannot be a jubilee and 
the fullness of the Church, They are our brethren and sisters 
by blood and the Faith; they are the glory of the Church; they 
are Her victory; their struggle is the justification of the 
thousand-year history of Christianity in Russia. 

The second reason is that the declaration of Metropoli- 
tan Sergius (subsequently Patriarch), that the interests of the 
Church and the atheistic government are identical, to this 
day still forms the basis of their relations. It deprives the 
Patriarchate of Moscow of freedom, justifying the total 
arbitrary rule of the regime in the affairs of the Church. 

‘We know that this declaration was not accepted in Russia 
by the majority of bishop-confessors, by the clergy faithful 
tothem, and the flock, atthe time of its promulgation, and on 
the strength of this they ended their life in martyrdom, in the 
terrible death camps. 

Even while in the camp on Solovki, these confessors, 
doomed to death, appealed to the Soviet government with a 
‘memorandum in which they spoke of the “irreconcilability of 
the religious teaching of the Church with materialism, the 
official philosophy of the communist party and the govern- 
ment guided by it. The soul of the Church, the condition of 
Her existence and reason for Her being, is that very thing 
which is categorically denied by communism. No compro- 
misses and concessions, partial changes in religious teaching 
orreinterpretation in the spirit of communism will satisfy the 
militant atheists.” The voice of the pastors who wrote this 
historic memorandum was at that time, in 1925, the voice of 
a Church of Russia still free. 

In the situation then created, the Solovki prisoners saw 
the only way out of the position: the complete and subse- 
quently enacted law on the separation of the Church from the 
state. 


Even more than sixty years later, this is what the best 
Russian people now desire. Thus, for example, in his article 
“From Repentance to Action” (Literary Gazette, 9 Sept. 
1987), the academic D.S. Likhachev boldly and truthfully 
wrote that““if one would speak of the contemporary Church, 
one should, especially today, on the eve of the millenial 
anniversary of the baptism of Rus’, emphasize: we stand in 
favor of the complete, genuine separation of the Church from 
the state.” 

‘These are the changes which the faithful in Russia are 
‘waiting for in the life of the Mother Church. They expect the 
representatives of the Patriarchate of Moscow, during the 
period of “universal renewal,” to find within themselves the 
strength to cast off the heavy yoke imposed upon the Church 
by the declaration of Metropolitan Sergius. 

The third reason is that the epistle of the Patriarchate of 
Moscow distinctly maintains, even though it calls us a 
Church, that we are “outside the salvific fold of the Mother 
Church. 

Is this so? Our Russian Church Outside of Russia is 
established upon a firm and immovable canonical founda- 
tion: the decree of His Holiness, Patriarch Tikhon dated 
7/20November 1920, #362. This historic decree is one of the 
very last — we shall say, more prophetic —acts of the FREE 
Church of Russia, which has not lost its meaning even to the 
present day, in view of the fact that the Patriarchate of 
Moscow is hitherto not free and is enslaved to the atheists. 

‘The authors of the epistle call upon us to retum to what 
we have never left. We have never thought of ourselves as 
apart from the Mother Church, preserving a spiritual and 
prayerful unity with those who have been martyred and who 
have suffered for the Faith, with those who have departed 
into the catacombs, with all the true Orthodox Christians, 
with all the fullness of the Church of Russia, for which time 
and space do not exist: “The Spirit bloweth whithersoever It 
wisheth.” We, living outside the boundaries of our home- 
Jand, have not repudiated the name Russian, have not sought 
Out the omophoria of other bishops, for which for all these 
years we have had to endure persecution and disdain from 
false brethren and those who hate not only our Church, but 
our homeland as well. And now they call upon us to return. 
But to what?.. 

We remain faithful to the testament of the Solovki 
prisoners, that “the power of the Church lies not in an intact 
external organization, but in the unity of faith and love 
committed by Her to Her children.” 

‘These are the basic reasons why we are still unable to 
glorify the all-holy name of our Lord and Savior with one 
mouth and one heart with those who call upon us to do so. 

‘Yet apart from these very vital impediments, another, no 
less important matter deeply disturbs us: the direction taken, 
by official representatives of the Patriarchate of Moscow in 
the province of the confession of the truth and the unity of our 
Holy Orthodox Faith. We have observed with bittemess the 
even greater attraction of the Patriarchate to ecumenism, 


with participation in prayer services even with pagans and 
idotators (we have in mind here the ecumenical encounter at 
Assisi). 

All Russian people follow with trepidation what is now 
happening in the homeland, for they want to believe in the 
“universal renewal” in the ecclesial, political, social and 
cultural life of ournative land, They want to see signs of this 
renewal. 

Forthright voices fearlessly condemning the mistakes 
and crimes of the past decades in the life of Russia and 
desiring a better future are heard, Those in the homeland who 
ponder over the moral problems of contemporary society, the 
root causes of the lack of spirituality, falsehood, disintegra- 
tion, dishonesty, are beginning to realize that formerly the 
Church opposed evil, that She had experience in moral 
education which communist ethics are unable to give. The 
voices of those who demand to be able to live according to 
their conscience, who seek firm and reliable bases for a 
renewal of life, resound; they think that the fundamentals of 
the Christian Faith, which the founders of the godless state so 
arrogantly repudiated, provide such bases. Strivings and 
demands for justice have begun. 

In the same article, “From Repentance to Action,” DS. 
Likhachev avers that “We need the truth. ‘The truth not only 
about the past, but also about the recent past and the pres- 
cent... If we will tell the truth only with hindsight, this will not 
deliver us from the repetition of past mistakes. Only trust and 
‘openness are capable of withstanding violence and eriminal- 
ity.” 

This is what the children of the Church are waiting for, 
in the hope that to these bold voices the free voice of the 
‘Church of Russia will be added: a voice demanding religious 
freedom, freedom to preach Christianity, freedom for the 
“minister of the cult” to become the pastor of the Church, 
openly proclaiming the word of the divine Truth everywhere 
and to everyone, like the apostles, having free access to the 
faithful, the youth, the children, the sick, those who suffer in, 
hospitals and private apartments, the unfortunate, the lonely, 
those incarcerated in prisons and forced-labor camps. 

Let us all trust in the omnipotent help of God, for what 
is impossible for men is possible for God Who works 
miracles. We will await the results of the “universal re- 
newal,” believing that what is impossible today may become 
possible tomorrow. 


Metropolitan Vitaly of Eastem America & New York 

tArchbishop Antony of Los Angeles & Southem 
Califo 

Archbishop Antony of Geneva & Westem Europe 

Archbishop Anthony of Westem American & San 
Francisco 

Archbishop Laurus of Syracuse & Holy Trinity 
Monastery 

+Bishop Alypy of Chicago & Detroit 

+Bishop Hilarion of Manhattan 


November 7/20, 1987 


Pre-JUBILEE EpistLe 
or His EMINENCE, METROPOLITAN VITALY 
PRESIDENT OF THE SYNOD OF BisHops 
Russtan OrTHODOX Cuurcu Oursive or Russia 


Most honorable Pastors, and flock beloved of God! 

In all the dioceses of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Outside of Russia committees have already been organized 
for the celebration of the millenial anniversary of the Bap- 
tism of Russia. Many talented, energetic and resourceful 
parishioners have joined these organizations, and we there- 
fore are confident of the success of their important activity. 

We are, however, justly disturbed as we prepare our- 
selves worthily to greet this great Russian Orthodox jubilee, 
not concentrating exclusively on the great, but only histori- 
cal, past. We do not wish that, after such festivities, when 
ray weekdays inescapably set in, we will again be sub- 
merged in our often slack and sickly spiritual life, It is 
imperatively essential for us to leave a perceptible mark of 
the millenial anniversary of our baptism on our souls, like a 
deep spiritual seal on our entire life, and to pass it on to the 
‘coming generation of the youth, 

Here we cannot but recall how, 150 years ago, there 
issued forth from the depths of the dense forests of the 
wildemess of Savor, for all Russia to hear, the voice of that 
great intercessor for the Russian land, the venerable Sera- 
phim of Sarov, which at first careless glance seemed to many 
incredible. Incredible because he said: “Russia is going to 
its own destruction, because almost no one is keeping the fast 
‘on Wednesdays and Fridays!” At that time, this seemed to 
the majority of the people to be foolishness bordering on 
droll absurdity because, after the victory over Napoleon, 
Russia was still at the zenith of its glory. Yet the Church of 
Christ Herself was speaking to Russia through the lips of the 
venerable Seraphim, precisely to the point; and this was 
tragically serious. And almost immediately this dread 
prophecy began to move towards its fulfillment in the con- 
spiracy of the Decembrists, as a first, instructive waming for 
us. Afterwards, there followed another blow upon the door 
of the Russian Empire, one very degrading, despite all the 
heroism of the Russians: the failed Sevastopol campaign; 
and then the Russo-Japanese War, which left great bitter- 
ness; and the first, unsuccessful attempt at a revolution 


throughout Russia. And the full prophecy reached its fulfil 
ment in the fall of the Russian Orthodox state into the 
uttermost depths of the hell of the communist-bolshevik 
Revolution. 

Let us now try to penetrate, with mind and heart, the 
words of the venerable Seraphim. Wednesday and Friday are 
the two days of fasting in every week, throughout the entire 
year, all throughout our life, ‘The non-fasting days of the 
week are broken up by the divine rhythm of Wednesday and 
Friday. Wednesday reminds us of the betrayal of Judas, and 
Friday of the suffering of the Lord, His death upon the Cross, 
Yet we, in our weakness, continually betray Christ and 
crucify Him; but when we keep the fast on these days, we 
repent of these our constant sins. 

Holy and salvific is the Great Fast, which was deeply 
rooted in the Russian way of life; but often, while fasting 
during the holy forty-day Fast, many break the chain and cast 
themselves heedlessly into all manner of over-indulgence, 
and those lose all the fruits of those holy days. 

Wednesday and Friday impart an evenness to the 
struggle, without interruptions and leaps. Endurance in 
constancy, the development of strength of will, are essential 
for us who are spiritually paralyzed. This is constancy in a 
spiritual, intellectual activity; this is the inspiration and 
arousing of true prayer of the heart; this is the highest proof 
of oursincerity and honesty before the face of God, Wednes- 
day and Friday are a spiritual reality, in which there is no 
disembodied abstraction or empty vacuity, but the fulness of 
life in Christ. 

‘On the basis of all the many centuries of pastoral expe- 
rience, one may boldly maintain that those who fast on these 
two days are genuine, uncompromising Christians, who are 
serious, thoughtful, careful, faithful, stable. For such, the 
truth is Christ Himself, the beginning and the end, the Alpha 
and the Omega, the ultimate meaning and goal of their life. 

May the Lord help us to return, and to tur the whole life 
of our flock to the path of this ancient piety for the millenial 
anniversary of the Baptism of Russia. Amen. 

Metropolitan Vitaly 


THE LIFE OF OUR VENERABLE FATHER 
SAINT THEODOSIUS THE CCENOBIARCH 


‘Whose Memory tHe Hoty Cuurch Ceesrates on tHe 11 Day oF JANUARY 


‘Theodosius,' our holy and God-bearing father, who is 
known also as the Caznobiarch, lived at the time of Leo the 
Great (A.D, 450). He even reached the era of Emperor 
Anastasius Dicorus (491.) He came from Mogarisos, a 
village in Cappadocia, which was in the same province from 
which Saint Basil hailed. In that humble and obscure hamlet 
the sublime and wondrous Theodosius was bom of parents 
who were God-loving and pious. His father’s name was 
Proheresios and his mother 


receive his blessing and to seek his advice concerning salva- 
tion. When he approached the pillar, ere he could grect him, 
the holy Symeonexclaimed from atop the pillar: “Welcome, 
‘Theodosius, O man of God!” 

‘The latter was amazed by this and fell to the ground and 
reverenced the saint with all humility. Then he climbed up 
the pillar, and the one embraced the other with a holy kiss. 
‘The great Symeon then prophesied all that Theodosius would 
accomplish later, that is, how he 


was Evlogia, (LaterEvlogia 
became anun atthe hands of 
her son, who became her 
spiritual father; and just as 
she gave him being in the 
flesh, he was the cause of 
her spiritual well-being and 
rebirth, 

Ashe grew, the blessed 
youth increased in physical 
and spiritual stature, leading 
‘remarkable life even from 
his youth, thus showing 
who he would become later. 
He never indulged in any 
physical pleasure, nordid he 
have any improper desire, 
but wished only to see the 
Holy Land. This divine 
aspiration was so deeply 
rooted in his heart that he 
rarely thought of anything 
else or entertained any other 
thoughts. He was an excel- 


would become leader over so many 
ecenobia; how he would rescue 
many souls from the jaw of the 
devil; and many other things that 
would happen to him, Elated in 
soul, and thereby encouraged by the 
prayers of the venerable Symeon, 
‘Theodosius arrived in Jerusalem, 
After he worshipped at the holy 
places, he pondered upon begin- 
ning his exercises in divine philoso- 
phy; that is, whether to start with the 
ceremitical life, or to create a syno 
dia first. And he reflected with 
himself thusly: “If the soldiers of 
the earthly king dare not march into 
battle untess they have been previ- 
ously trained by able generals in the 
ants of war, how can I, who am 
inexperienced, attempt to contend 
against the bodiless and cunning 
demons? Therefore, I should go to 
find spiritual fathers, and remain 
under them for a long time to 


lent student of Holy Scrip- 
ture, and once read in. 
sis* that God ordered Abra- 


‘Sant Theodosius the Conobiarch 
16th century fresco from th 
Monastery of Dionysiou on Mt. Athos 


achieve mastery, and then I will 
dwell in the desert.” 
He weighed these things most 


ham to abandon his parents, 
friends and relatives, and everything else for love of Him, if 
he wished to inherit etemal blessedness. He had adeep desire 
in his heart to tread the narrow road, so as to find fulfillment 
in the age to come. 

Therefore, he besought the Lord to guide him to his 
salvation; so he ventured to go to Jerusalem at the time when 
Emperor Marcian was in his last days, and the Holy Fourth 
Ecumenical Council was about to convene against Nestorius 
and all other heretics. When the good Theodosius arrived in 
Antioch, he went to venerate Saint Symeon the Stylite. to 


6 


wisely, ashe was prudent by nature, 


His Life was written in Greek by Symeon Metaphrastes, the 
beginning of which is: “The Sweetest Spring.” It is extant in the 
Great Lavra, in the Monastery of Iveron, and others. The simple 
version of his Life is found in the New Paradise, whence it was 
borrowed and assigned to the Synaxaristes in revised form. Father 
Gerasimos Micrayiannanites has composed a Supplicatory Canon 
to the Saint. Monk Cyril of Scythopolis, The Great Synaxaristes of 
the Orthodox Church. translated by Papadopoulos and Lizardos, 
Vol. 1: St. Theodosius the Caenobiarch (Athens: Arch. Matthew 
Lagees, pub. 1978), p. 222. 
® Genesis 12:1 
> Saint Symeon the Stylite is commemorated on September Ist. 


knowing that if one does not train under an artisan and 
teacher, one will never become expert. Therefore, he ap- 
proached a certain blessed father named Longinus, who was 
the most virtuous and experienced elder at that time, and 
stayed with him for a long period, practicing the same diet 
and living with him ina small abode near the Tower of David 
for safety. There he admirably gathered the sweet honey of 
virtue. ‘Theodosius thereafter was ably trained to be discem- 
ing by this astute teacher, and on his own accord, he went to 
certain old cell at the behest of the elder. Afier he stayed 
there a short while, his fame spread everywhere; inasmuch as 
virtue manifests the man, just as a lit candle reveals the one 
who carries it. The result of his stay there was that he was 
visited by many pilgrims who distracted and deprived him of 
his beloved solitude. Wherefore, he ascended to the peak of 
the mountain and lived in a cave. (This is where his holy 
relics lic today. There is also a tradition from the ancient 
fathers that in that hallowed cave, the three blessed Magi 
spent the night after they had worshipped the Lord; and an 
‘angel was sent there, who ordered them to retum to their own 
country by another road. This they did, leaving the unscru- 
pulous Herod to strive against God foolishly and in vain.) As 
the saint lived in such a sacred abode, he laid down the foun- 
dation of all the blessed virtues, the principal one being love 
and to love the Lord with all the powers of his soul and with 
all his heart and will, disdaining all earthly things, and 
desiring only Him as the Provider of life and universal 
Savior. 

‘Theodosius was expertin music, He also set the energies 
of his soul in motion and controlled his body with much 
wisdom and prudence, doing all those things that are fitting 
and having only one goal in mind, that is, to do nought that 
‘was not pleasing to God. ‘Thus he displayed courage and 
fearlessness in the perils he underwent for God, and he would 
neversuccumb to threats, or yield to flattery when that which 
‘was demanded of him was not the will of God. He discemed 
the thoughts of his heart by examining and proving them with 
exactness by the wisdom of Almighty God, for he knew the 
wiles of the ruler of this world. He was ever vigilant, prayed 
at all times, and shed torrents of tears. Oftimes, he stood 
through the night in prayer; he was humble in spirit, meck, 
and possessed all the other virtues. He was most austere in 
the temperance of the flesh and unbending; never did he 
satisfy his hunger, but ate only enough so that he would not 
fall ill from excessive fasting. Again, his little nourishment 
did not consist of rich food, but consisted only of dates, 
carobs, wild vegetables, and legumes soaked in water. And 
\when he could not procure these things because the land was 
arid and unproductive, he soaked the tender hearts of palms 
and ate them only from excessive need; thus, he survived as 


wellashe could. Henever tasted bread forthirty whole years, 
And just as he deprived his body, so much more did he 
nourish the soul day and night by meditating on the laws of 
God. Therefore, as a tree planted by the rivers of water, he 
harvested his fruit in due season — sweetly and abundantly. 
Now not only in his youth did he inure himself to such 
hardships, but also in his old age he adhered to abstinence and 
rejoiced in labors and pains, as others do in the pleasures of 
the body. 


For these virtues and attributes, he shone from afar and 
‘appeared as a city that is built on top of a mountain, There- 
fore, many thronged to Theodosius in order to partake of the 
honey of his virtue and to progress. But at first, he would not 
receive them, so as not to disrupt his silence; however, 
observing their great zeal and good intention, he accepted 
them, realizing that great is the perdition of him who neglects 
to love his neighbor and loveth him not as himself, He 
‘exhorted them all with beneficial words and examples to live 
in a God-pleasing way; that is, having the remembrance of 
death as the true philosophy, for it can induce one to live in 
virtue, ‘Thereupon, he ordered his disciples to build a 
cemetery so that each one of them would see the grave that 
he was to occupy, and prepare himself beforehand, After 
they had completed it, the saint, knowing the future by divine 
‘grace, tumed and said to his disciples: “Behold, the tomb is 
ready; but which one of us will be buried first?” Then a 
Virtuous and obedient hieromonk, named Basil, answered: 
my teacher, will inaugurate it, by the prayer of thy 
holiness.” 

‘And having said this, he bowed low in respect, begging 
‘Theodosius to permit him to enter, and so ithappened. After 
Basil had entered the tomb, Theodosius ordered them 10 
perform the customary memorial service and liturgies for a 
fony-day period, and thus they did. When the final gay. 
arrived, lo! the miracle! Without any apparent illness or 
injury to his mind whatsoever, Basil surrendered his blessed 
soul to God, and the holy one beheld him lateramid the choirs, 
of the saints. Thatis, he chanted amongst the other fathers in 
the common service for forty days. One of the saint's 
disciples, A2tius, also heard him sing, since he was more 
<devout than the others. He tumed to Theodosius and asked 
him if he also heard Basil chanting; and he said to him: “Not 
only did I hear him, but I saw him; and tonight thou wilt 
behold him too, as thou desirest.” 

As they later chanted in the gathering, the saint saw Basil 
and besought God to open AEtius” eyes, so that he too would 
behold sucha great mystery. Then the spiritual eyes of Etius 
were opened and he saw Basil clearly. He ran eagerly to 
‘embrace him, but the latter vanished, saying the following: 


“Ye are saved, O fathers and brethren, but will see me here 
no longer! 

This is the first token of Saint Theodosius” saintliness; 
but listen to another account. 


One year on Holy Saturday, the fathers had no victuals 
with which to celebrate the Holy Pascha. They were twelve 
in number and distraught, not for their lack of material food, 
but because they had no bread with which to celebrate the 
liturgy and receive the divine Sacraments. The saint ob- 
served their sullen expressions and knew that they mur- 
mured in their hearts against him, so he said to them: 
“Prepare the table and be not grieved; for the One Who fed 
the multitudes in the desert and satisfied the hunger of so 
many thousands with five loaves of bread,* will also send 
help to us, unworthy though we be.” 

‘Thus he said, and his word became deed; for as God sent 
a1 ram to Abraham to sacrifice it, thus at this time, He sent a 
‘manto the monastery with two mules laden with bread, wine, 
and other necessities. The fathers were overjoyed at this, 
glorifying the merciful God, Who did not abandon them, but 
to the day of Holy Pentecost nourished them spiritually and 
physically to their plenitude. 


Butletusrelate another account. Atthat time, there lived 
4 wealthy man, who was merciful and sent alms to all the 
hermits, so that they would entreat the Lord for his soul. Yet 
he never sent alms to Saint Theodosius, probably because it 
escaped him, or because it was the will of God to test His 
servant. The disciples of the saint approached the servants of 
the wealthy man and bade them to remind their master about 
them, and that they had only afew carobsto eat. The holy one 
told them not to despair, but to hope in God, and He Who 
nourished the crows would also assist them as before. Ashe 
said this, in a short span of time, they noticed a man on the 
road with an animal, and he was trying to guide it in the 
direction of the monastery. But as the beast spotted the 
monastery, it refused to proceed, even though its master 
struck it, and it stood still as a rock. ‘The man realized that it 
was not the will of God to go where he had planned, so he 
allowed the animal to go in whichever direction it chose, and 
it went to the monastery of Saint Theodosius. When the man 
saw that they had nothing to eat there, he was astonished at 
the mercy of God, realizing that the disobedience of the pack 
animal was the will of God, that His good servants would 
have provisions in order to serve Him better. Thencefor- 
ward, he brought them all those things that were vital to their 
survival. 


‘The number of brethren increased day by day, and many 


wealthy and prominent people assembled there, Then the 
saint pondered what he should do, whether to retire alone 
elsewhere, or to bear the responsibility of so many brethren, 
He then remembered the words of Saint Symeon, and en- 
treated the Lord to enlighten him to do that which was to their 
interest. So he took a censer and put incense on dry coals, 
‘Then he walked about the desert praying to God as follows: 
“My Lord and God, Who did so many wonders for Israel and 
‘commissioned Moses with so many signs to undertake the 
guardianship of the people, and hearkened to the voice of 
Elias, sending fire from heaven to consume the sacrifice; 
hearken now also to Thy servant, O Almighty Lord, and give 
us a sign to indicate where we should build a church and 
‘monastery to Thy glory, to dwell in it and praise Thee. 

As he uttered this, he held the censer and the brethren 
followed him. They were resolved to erect the monastery in 
that spot where the coals would ignite, as the saint advised 
them. Thereupon, they walked fora long time, bypassing the 
‘most suitable spots, until they reached the Desert of Coutila, 
and then the Lake of Asphalt, but the coals did not ignite, 
‘Then the saint decided to tum back, seeing that it was not the 
will of God. 

As they passed by a deserted cave — behold, who can 
extol Thy Might, O Immortal King! — smoke rose up from. 
‘the coals and also a wonderful and ineffable fragrance, The 
‘monastics were overjoyed at this, and immediately laid the 
foundations to the glory of God and built a holy tabemacle 
and an arsenal for virtues, alofty and magnificent church and 
spacious monastery with cells, an infirmary, accommoda- 
tions for visitors, and every other convenience, so that not 
only monks would have comfort, but also the pilgrims who 
came to devoutly worship, as the blessed Theodosius was 
most compassionate, and did not only guide people spiritu- 
ally, but also labored for their physical needs.* Thereupon, 
great numbers frequented that monastery, the poor and 
needy, and those who languished from other causes, whilst 
the sympathetic saint attended to everyone and no one left 
there unaided; for he was the eye of the blind, the vesture of 
the naked, shelter of the destitute, healer of the sick, and the 
‘servant of all that suffered in body and soul. He tended to 
their bodily sores and wounds, comforting and encouraging 
them to have patience in their misfortunes, so as to achieve 
the kingdom to come. 


Five thousand are fed —Matt 14:13-21; Mk 6:32-44; Lk 9:10-17; 
Jn 6:1-5. Four thousand are fed —Mt 15:32-39; Mk 8:1-10. 
+ Genesis 22:13. 
© “Theodosius, we are told, was famous for three things especially 
‘exactasceticism with true faith throughout life; glad hospitality 
‘without distinction of persons; and concentration almost without 
‘ceasing in the divine office.” Chitty, p. 109. 
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so that everyone could enter the refec- 
tory, and then set all the food before 
them, saying to the visitors: “Brethren, 
eat ye all to the glory of God, and satisfy 
your hunger!” 

‘Then the poor were fed generously, 
and the storeroom was filled with more 
bread than ever before, as the God of 
wonders multiplied the little that they 
had, and the visitors ate to their content- 
ment, as the “Five Thousand with the 
Five Loaves.” Thereafter, the servants 
‘went to the storeroom to examine if there 
were any loaves left for the monks; and. 
seeing that it was full, they were truly 
amazed; so they blessed the saint whom 
they earlier criticized and murmured 
against, ‘Thus the benevolent God re- 
‘warded Theodosius plentifully for his 
good intention, making him famous and 
respected everywhere, as He honors all, 
those who honor Him with their acts, 


The Judaean Monasteries 
from Derwas J. Chitty, The Desert a City 


Certain of the monks who were negligent grumbled 
against the visitors; and not only did they refuse to serve 
them, but would not even lay eyeson them, as they were foul- 
tempered and ill-disposed. ‘They never considered that they 
to were human and of the same fabric. Yet the righteous one 
served all generously, assisted by the more devout monks, 
and no one was left there unattended due to his poverty or 
indigence; but the more needy and insignificant one was, the 
more he ministered to him, and a day did not pass by when 
they did not receive a hundred or more visitors in the 
monastery. The more they tended to the poor and destitute, 
the more the generous Benefactor bestowed upon them in 
return, and they never lacked any of their necessities, as you 
shall discover herein, 


Once great famine visited that area when God chastised 
the people for their sins. When Palm Sunday arrived, the 
impoverished swarmed to the monastery, using the Feast as 
a pretext, A great multitude assembled, more so due to 
hhunger than for the holiday. The stewards, observing such a 
‘multitude, despaired, fearing that the bread would not suf- 
fice, and distributed only one liter to each one (much less than 
usual). As the saint saw this unfamiliar conduct, he re- 
proached their little faith and ordered them to open the doors 


On another occasion, it was the cele 
bration of the Theotokos and a great 
‘crowd gathered to attend the service and 
to receive alms as usual. So many people had congregated 
that the monks were at a loss how to serve them, not having 
food to accommodate even one-third of the pilgrims, The 
right hand of God though, which nourishes the world, gener- 
ously increased the bread then also miraculously, and they all 
ate to their contentment. So many baskets of bread were left 
over, that they took them to theirhomes and many more were 
leftat the monastery, so many that they sufficed for days. The 
saint had a desire to construct all those edifices necessary for 
the monastery; so he built three great structures: one to 
accommodate visiting monastics, who came thither from 
other monasteries, or for visiting or venerating the saint; and 
two buildings for the laymen, one for the noblemen and 
noteworthy, and the other for the common people. However, 
he also built a rest home in a more remote place for those 
elderly monks who were sick, so that they would find rest 
from the long labors of asceticism, 


Is it possible to describe the virtues of this God-loving 
shepherd, and the attainments of his sacred flock? He reared 
seven hundred ninety-three monks and brought them to God, 
as they lived a God-pleasing life. Some ended their days in 
the desert; others became bishops and abbots, and not be- 
cause they asked for the honor, as certain foolish ones do 


today, who give silver to become abbots in wealthy monas- 
teries; but people elected them against their own will, 
knowing that they were capable of guiding souls and leading 
them to life everlasting. Some of his disciples absolutely 
refused to go into the world, and they struggled in the desert 
for many years — eighty or more. With the passage of time, 
they accumulated spiritual wealth, and through them the 
blessed one was acclaimed and became famous everywhere, 
and not one area remained that was not uplifted by the 
‘wonderful Theodosius. 

His fame spread throughout the world, and great num- 
bers flocked to him, soldiers and wealthy nobles, who re- 
nounced glory and honor, as if it were a dream, and became 
his disciples, preferring obscurity and lowliness, for the life 
tocome, Many leamed and erudite men left their studies, the 
cities, and the esteem of human wisdom, preferring to be- 
come fools in Christ, and became disciples of the great 
‘Theodosius, in order to be taught by him another type of 
wisdom which transcends nature; and whom the astute 
shepherd directed and guided with much discretion, render- 
ing the yoke lighter for the infirm ones, and for the sturdy 
ones imposing an austere rule. He trained everyone not with 
rod, but with words seasoned with salt. He was so wise and 
knowledgeable that he knew the movements of the mind, and 
benefited the brethren as well as himself; for whosoever 
benefits his neighbor, leading his soul to salvation, benefits 
himself even more, 


Among his other attributes, the saint loved to read, and 
abook never left his hands, neither when he was ill, nor in his 
old age; but he read day and night in order to benefit from 
sacred words. In truth, he was worthy of admiration, for even 
though he never learned rhetoric, he was endowed by the 
grace of the Holy Spirit to speak well, and not by human 
‘wisdom, so that he surpassed even trained orators. He pos- 
sessed an excellent memory and recited excerpts from Saint 
‘whom he emulated closely, and strove to adomhis soul 
with his ways and his tongue with his words. He memorized 
parts of his writings that would stimulate even the supine, of 
which we shall recite a few lines for retention: “I beseech 
thee, O Brethren, for the love of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who 
was crucified for our sins: let us attend to our souls; let us 
repent for our transgressions, now that we have available 
time, that we will not weep in damnation to no avail. Our 
Lord assisteth those who retum from their evil ways now, and 
later He shall examine their thoughts, deeds, and words as a 
righteous Judge; and each one of us will receive according 10 
his deeds — some life everlasting, and others etemal 
perdition.” 
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With these words the saint guided his reason-endowed 
sheep and urged them to be always alert. He was meck, 
humble and serene; and when the integrity of the Faith was 
at stake, he showed himself ready for dispute and adamant, 
According to Scripture he was as consuming fire and a blade 
‘mowing down the weeds of evil. To this end he clashed with 
the iniquitous Emperor Anastasius, the relentless enemy of 
the Fourth Ecumenical Council, who was a follower of the 
heresies of Eutyches, Dioscorus and Severus, who taught 
that Christ had one nature; in some ways this sovereign had 
cajoled certain fathers into supporting the heresy, while 
others he persecuted outright. Naturally, he attempted 10 
entice the wise Theodosius with money. He sent a donation 
tohim of thiny litres of gold; and in order to conceal the fact 
that he sent it with deceit, and aware that the latter might 
rejectit, he disguised the hook with bait. He bade Theodosius 
to accept it and spend it on the poor and needy. The saint 
accepted the gold, that a scandal might not arise, but despised 
its real intent and countered it with sound arguments and 
remarks. So the Emperor was vanquished as a stag is by a 
lion, as we shall sce further. 


‘A shon while after he had donated the gold, he sent 
emissaries to our Saint Theodosius, asking him to subscribe 
to the aforementioned heresy. The latter gathered together 
all the fathers of the desert, and their common consent 
made the following reply to him: “Since thou hast sum- 
moned us to do one oF the other, either to comply with the 
opinion of the Acephaly, or to suffer a violent death in the 
event that we maintain the doctrines of the Faith — we prefer 
death. And not only do we wish not to deviate from the Faith, 
butall those that thou hast induced to share thine opinions, we 
condemn. And if thou ever ordain any of the Acephaly,’ we 
shall not accept them. We shall never abandon Orthodoxy in 
the slightest; whether the Holy Land is set ablaze or whether 
we suffer all else, we shall never conform, even if our bodies: 
were hacked to pieces. We shall always abide by the Four 
Ecumenical Councils: At the First, 318 Fathers assembled 


7 Keephaly were those heretics of Monophysite derivation, who 
‘were adamant in their support of the term “one nature of Christ.” 
‘They broke away from the heretic and Monophysite Bishop of 
‘Alexandria, Peter Moggus, who in 482 espoused the Enotikon, a 
‘compromise adopted by the Emperor Zeno for the purpose of 
settling the differences between the Orthodox and the Mono- 
physites, which was conceived by the heretics. It was signed by the 
‘Monophysite Patriarchs Acacius of Constantinople, Peter Moggus 
of Alexandria, Peter Gnapheus of Antioch, and Martyrius of 
Jerusalem. Those Monophysites who did not accept it were left 
without bishops, and thus they were called Acephaly (“headless 
in that they were without leaders. [Synaxaristes, Vol. I, p. 232.] 


against Arius at Nicaea, whom they condemned, as he 
declared that the Essence of the Son is alien to that of the 
Father; the Second against Macedonius who blasphemed 
against the Holy Spirit; the Third against Nestorius at Eph- 
sus, who uttered many foul and sordid things against the 
Economy of Christ; and the Fourth consisting of 630 Fathers 
in Chalcedon who, in compliance withthe others,excommu- 
nicated Eutyches and Nestorius, ousting them from the 
Church and upholding the Apostolic Faith. It branded them 
‘outcasts and their beliefs alien to the Church of Christ. The 
Orthodox Faith we shall never abandon, even were we 10 
receive a myriad deaths. May the peace of God which is 
above every intellect guide and preserve thy Majesty.” 

‘The Emperor received this epistle; and, revering the 
saint, sent him a reply, speciously declaring he was not at 
fault, but that wicked hierarchs and clerics, who wished to 
appear wise, brewed scandals. This and similar other writ- 
ings of the Emperor to the saint ensued, but he ceased his 
attempts to pressure Theodosius into following the heresy. 
Not long after, the Emperor changed his mind, and again the 
vain one sent letters against piety. But the brave zealot of the 
true Faith, Saint Theodosius, would not accede to the resolu- 
tions in the letters; but asa lion, he opposed those sent to him; 
he ascended the ambon in the presence of a multitude of 
people, and in aloud voice declared: “Whosoever is against 
the Four Holy Ecumenical Councils, and refuseth to honor 
them as the Four Gospels, he will be anathema!” 

‘Thus he professed; and he hastened as an angel to the 
neighboring countryside and cities, and was followed by 
many monastics as a general; and he strengthened the faith- 
ful; to the indolent and nonchalant he spoke, and to whom- 
ever had doubts in the Orthodox Faith, he assured them; he 
also exhorted them to show readiness in not fearing the 
threatening tyrant, and to die if need be for the Faith. 

‘The blessed one taught them to know that the Son and 
Word of God is coeteral God and Man in one Hypostasis or 
Person, having both the divine and the human nature. He 
brought forth as a witness the Holy Fourth Ecumenical 
Council, which refutes these two heresies explicitly: the 
impious and mindless Nestorius, who divided the one Christ 
into two Sons and two Hypostases; and Eutyches, Dioscorus 
and Severus, who confused into one nature the divinity and 
manhood of Christ, Indeed, Nestorius believes Christ has 
{two natures and two Hypostases; and that there are even two 
Sons, one from the Father born God, and another from the 
holy Virgin. Again, Eutyches, Dioscorus and Severus of like 
mind, perhaps wished to war against Nestorius’ erroneous 
division, but the foolish ones fell once more into another 
senseless heresy, saying Christ has one nature, confusing His 
human nature with the divine Nature, and thereby thinking 
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that the Divinity suffered. For if Christ had but one nature, 
as they prattle, then the Godhead knew death, 

But let us close their vile mouths, because the Holy 
Fourth Ecumenical Council made it a matter of dogma 10 
honor two natures, divine and human, in one Hypostasis, 
immiscible, one Son immutable and undivided from the 
Father before all ages according to divinity; and afterwards 
bom of the holy Virgin, above the law of nature according to 
humanity, being of one Essence with the Father, without 
mother and father. With this and other similar teachings, the 
sagacious Theodosius boldly taught the flock. Accordingly, 
the Emperor was enraged, and unjustly exiled him, But God, 
the just Judge, cut short the life of this madman; hence, the 
saint retumed to his monastery, and the persecution and 
scandals against the Church were stilled. ‘The heterodox 
hierarchs who wrought wickedness were deposed from their 
sees, and the pious regained their sees asin former times; and 
many of them lauded Theodosius for the way in which he 
confessed the Faith and would not sanction the Emperor's 
commands. Archbishops Agapios of Rome and Ephraim of 
‘Alexandria in particular sent him letters of praise and greatly 
acclaimed him. 


But let us relate also a miracle. One day, all the 
distinguished elders of the desert and foremost monks met 
withthe clergy, as was the custom from time immemorial, for 
the Feast of the Elevation of the Precious Cross. Just as they 
all sat, a certain woman entered, who had a grave and 
incurable illness, which the physicians call a type of cancer, 
and the common folk name “the devourer,” which consumes 
the flesh of the afflicted one, and no one is able to cure the 
sickness by human means. Hence, the woman came in and 
questioned one of the spiritual fathers, Isidore, Abbot of the 
‘Souka Lavra, if there might be within this holy assembly the 
wondrous Theodosius. He indicated him by pointing with 
his finger, and the infirm one hastened as a thirsty hart to the 
fountain of water, and with a pure faith she bared her breast, 
and with extreme solemnity and calmness, took the tall 
‘monastic hat of the saint (in remembrance of the woman with 
the issue of blood mentioned in the Gospel)," and straight- 
way, asit touched her chest —O, the sublime therapy! — the 
pain vanished as darkness does when light comes, and as 
¢grassis consumed by the fire, The saint then tumed to herand 
said with humility: “Be of good cheer, O daughter; my 
Master Christ hath told me that thy faith hath saved thee!” 

‘The blessed Isidore, who had scen her before and was 
grieved in his soul for her, then uncovered her chest, and saw 
that not even a tiny trace of this intractable disease remained. 
He trembled and declared the miracle in every place. In this 
© Mik 5:25; Matt 9:20; Lk 8:43. 


manner the Lord reveals virtue, no matter how much the 
virtuous attempt to conceal it; and He proclaims and acclaims 
them everywhere, 


However, let us recount the rest of his wondrous works, 
for it would be a serious sin to remain silent concerning them. 
On one occasion, he went to Bethlehem for the purpose of 
venerating the holy shrine there; and he returned tired from 
the joumey, $0 he stayed at the cell of a certain virtuous man, 
named Marcian, who was replete with spiritual gifts. The 
‘one embraced the other with a holy kiss, and conversed on 
‘many edifying matters. Afterwards, when the hour arrived to 
sup, the excellent Marcian was grieved, because he had 
neither bread nor wheat in his cell, only a few lentils, which 
he boiled in order to treat Theodosius. Now the blessed 
‘Theodosius was aware that Marcian had no bread, and he said 
to his acolyte to bring to them that which he carried for his 
travel; and thus, in this instance, the guest from abroad 
offered, rather than the host. Hence, they ate, and Marcian 
said to Theodosius with a cheerful countenance: “Do not 
reproach me, fathers, that I did not generously offer appropri- 
ate hospitality; for I have absolutely no wheat, and for this 
reason, I made no bread.” Yet, when the marvellous and 
great Theodosius glanced at Marcian’s face, he saw a grain 
‘of wheat (I do not know how this happened), resting upon! 
beard. He took it, and joyfully exclaimed: “Behold, wheat! 
Why didst thou say thou hadst none?” Then Marcian took it 
with respect and faith from the right hand of the saint, and 
dropped the one grain of wheat into the storeroom, believing 
that without toil and trouble he would obtain abundant fruit 
with the blessing of the saint — just as it occurred. 

The following day, as they opened up the door of the 
storeroom — O, thy mysterious marvels, O Master — they 
found it filled up to the top. Those with him were astonished 
when they beheld its volume. He dispatched a disciple 
immediately to fetch the saint to see this strange sight. When 
he arrived and opened the door slightly and with great 
difficulty, the blest grain spilled out. This miracle is not 
inferior to the one Christ performed, when He multiplied the 
loaves and satisfied the people in the wilderness. But this 
ccame about by one grace and energy, inasmuch as there it was 
executed by the Master's power and the apostles served as 
ministers; and here again, the Lord performed it invisibly by 
means of his servant, whom He glorified for his good 
intention, But hearken to another miracle. 


‘A wealthy woman from Alexandria, pious and God- 
loving, had an only beloved son, who, while playing with the 
other children, either from carelessness or demonic complic- 
ity, fell into a deep well. The bystanders lowered down 
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volunteers with ropes to pull the boy up in order to bury him, 
fornoone really believed they would find him alive and well, 
‘They arrived nigh the bottom and saw the child sitting — ©, 
the wonder! — upon the water, as if something solid were 
holding him up, not allowing him to get wet at all, Beholding 
this awesome wonder, they were astonished, for it was God 
Who caused this miracle to come about. When they hoisted 
him up, and his mother saw that he was still alive, let 
everyone measure the relief that she experienced, forall had 
assumed he had drowned. They asked him to describe how 
ithappened that he did not sink into the water. He replied that 
anelderly monk helped him and would not allow him to sink, 
(Furthermore, he described the monk's garments with all the 
characteristics of the holy Theodosius.) The spectators 
discemed from the description he gave that verily it was Saint 
‘Theodosius. Then his God-loving mother, in order not to 
appear ungrateful for this benefit, went with the child to the 
‘monastery of the saint, to properly thank the blessed one. 
Forthwith, the child, upon seeing the saint, shouted, exclaim- 
ing to his mother: “He is the one who held me, and I did not 
drown!” Then the woman fell at the feet of the venerable 
‘elder and tenderly kissed them with fervent tears and thanks- 
giving, naming the saint the salvation of her life and the cause 
of her joy; for if the child had not been drawn up alive, she 
would have died an untimely death from grief. She made the 
miracle known to all, just as we have written it 


Another woman had difficulty during the prenatal pe- 
riod; for the child always died in her womb, thereby endan- 
gering her life. This occurred frequently, and she was given 
potions to abort the dead child from her womb. At that time, 
she had heard of the wondrous works of the blessed one, and 
hastened to him, entreating him ardently with tears to help 
her find acure forsuch a serious condition; and she said to the 
saint: “Command me to name my firstborn after thee; and 
only by this will I hope to find my cure!” ‘The saint 
acquiesced, and after he had given her his blessing, she 
departed. Hence, when her time came to bring forth, she gave 
birth withno complications and named the child Theodosius. 
After weaning him, she brought him to the monastery, so that 
the one who was the reason for his life could teach and direct, 
him to etemal life. 


In like manner, another woman, who had difficulty 
during her confinement just as the aforementioned, the saint 
delivered from danger by his prayer and she brought forth 
spontaneously, naming her firstbom Theodosius also, in 
imitation of the other woman. She dedicated her son to the 
monastery of the blessed one, and many years later he 
became an excellent steward of the saint's monastery. 


Paradoxical things we have mentioned, but even stranger are 
those we have omitted. 


During one season, a great horde of locusts and insects 
descended upon the farmlands, destroying all crops and 
vegetation, At that time, the saint was elderly and, being 
unable to walk, had to be assisted by two hicromonks who 
propped him up from his shoulders, and would move about 
with extreme difficulty, trusting God to have compassion on 
hislabor and hearken to his prayer. Upon arriving at the place 
which suffered these losses, he first made a supplicatory 
prayer to God, and then took one insect and one locust into 
the palm of his hand, and spoke to them as if they were 
reason-endowed creatures: “Your common Lord ordereth 
you not to injure the poor by devouring their provisions.” 

‘Thus said the saint — O wonderful narration! — and the 
entire swarm of locusts and insects ceased to cause any 
damage, nor did they migrate from place to place, but 
remained on the property where they were. Nor did they 
touch the sprouts or vegetable plants, as if they had a sort of 
kinship with them; but they sustained themselves on thoms 
and useless grass. 

‘Again, ata different place and time, the same devastation 
‘occurred, when there appeared an army of locusts that 
destroyed the entire wheat crop. The saint filled a vessel of 
oil and made a prayer of blessing over it, and sent it by 
reverent and God-loving men to the aforementioned land. 
Straightway, all the locusts disappeared. 


‘At another time, the monastery did not have any money 
to purchase garments. The steward complained to the saint 
that the brethren were troubling him over their nakedness. 
The saint answered: “Be not concemed, for tomorrow the 
Lord will send us Indeed, the word he pronounced 
became reality. The next day, a certain man came who 
brought almost one hundred gold pieces, all of which they 
spent for clothing, 


On one occasion, the saint went to the ccrnobium at 
Bostra, where he wished to observe how the monastics were 
faring, and to visit his virtuous friend Julian who was the 
elected abbot, Nearby Bostra was another monastery, whose 

inhabitants were adherents to the Severian heresy; and they 
harbored an intense hatred for the blessed one. Wherefore, 
upon espying Saint Theodosius from afar, they struck the 
talanton to assemble the monastics, and began to revile and 
mock him. Furthermore, a perverse woman screamed that he 
was deluded and other such vile remarks. Therefore, justifia- 
bly the saint cursed the monastery so that not one stone would 
remain. The shameless woman who dared to deride him later 
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‘on gave up her soul by a painful death. For ina few days, by 
night the Hagarenes raided this heretical monastery and 
bumed it to the ground, taking the remaining wretches as 
slaves with all their possessions, The anathema of the saint 
had overtaken them. Verily, some narratives are for instruc- 
tion and correction, and some we relate for benefit and 10 


delight. 


‘The commander in chief of the Byzantine army, Cyricus 
(also a nobleman of the East), was valorous and daring in 
battle, He was about to embark on a campaign against the 
Persians. Wherefore, being a devout man, he stopped in the 
Holy Land to worship, that the Lord would help him. He 
heard of the fame of Theodosius, and went to honor him and 
ask his blessing. The blessed one instructed him not to place 
his hope in his sword and arrows (according to the divine 
David), but in divine power. This brought contrition to the 
heart of Cyricus, and he requested of Theodosius his hair 
shirt to wear on the outside as a protection and safeguard, 
instead of a breastplate in battle. The saint, upon perceiving, 
his piety, handed it over to him, Cyricus then garbed himself 
with the robe made of hair as armor; he marched offto Persia 
performing magnificent feats and exploits, and retumed in 
honor and triumph. Not wishing to appear ungrateful for the 
benefaction, he went to visit the blessed one again, and said: 
“Thanks to thy sanctity, most holy Father, thou wert the 
cause of my victory. Inasmuch as when I donned thy hair 
shirt as armor, and we were in battle formation, a great 
darkness overshadowed the land, and we were unable 10 
discem the enemy from ourselves; only I beheld thy saintli- 
ness, and it guided me to a particular position, where I 
overpowered my adversaries until I completely put them to 
fight.” 


Notonly was this Cyricus wondrously aided by the saint, 
but numerous others were delivered from various dangers. 
Indeed, many from stormy seas, although they were ready to 
capsize, called upon Theodosius for help, and the turbulence 
of the winds subsided and they were rescued, Others on dry 
land were preserved from wild beasts and were saved from 
being tom to pieces. Endangered individuals, either awake 
orasleep, were saved from being tomo pieces. Endangered 
individuals, either awake or asleep, were succored in a 
marvellous manner. Furthermore, not only men, but some- 
times even the unreasoning animals, were aided, as Theodo- 
sius was benevolent 


‘At one time, a poor man went with his donkey on an 
errand, On the road, he was attacked by aferocious lion, The 
‘man ran as quickly as he could, and the donkey likewise fled 


in another direction to escape the jaws of death. Then the lion 
left the man and pursued the donkey with great speed to 
devour him, ‘The poor man, being in such dire straits, 
remembered the holy Theodosius and called upon his name 
to be delivered. Forthwith, the moment he pronounced the 
‘name of the saint, the vehemence of the lion ceased, and he 
left them both unharmed and departed. 


The wise Theodosius could see clearly into the future, as 
he was clairvoyant. One particular day, he ordered the 
sounding of the bell before the usual hour. The brethren 
gathered and asked him what was happening and why he 
“ordered it to be rung before the appointed hour, since it was 
two o'clock in the moming. Sighing deeply, he answered: 
“Fathers, let us make a prayer before the Lord, for I see the 
‘wrath of God coming speedily from the East.” Inasmuch as 
the others saw nothing threatening them, they were not 
disturbed about the imminent calamity, neither did they care. 
On the sixth day, a message arrived, that a tumultuous 
earthquake had shaken Antioch; and then the brotherhood 
remembered the prediction and were amazed. However, in 
everything, Theodosius was most humble and did not think 
himself anything extraordinary. 


Once he noticed that two brothers were fighting and 
striking one another. He ordered them to stop their enmity, 
according to the Master's command. When he saw that they 
had no intention of complying, being overcome by anger, 
‘Theodosius fell at their feet, and he supplicated as a shepherd 
tohis sheep, a father to his children, a teacher to his students, 
physician to the sick in order to heal their wounds; yet they 
still would not listen. Wherefore, in order to prevail over 
them, with extreme humility, he put his holy head on the 
arth, and would not raise it from the ground until their hatred 
softened in their hearts, and he made them give each other a 
kiss of peace, and in the end they departed friends. 


Verily, this and numerous other things did the divine 
‘Theodosius accomplish. Then the time approached for him 
to depart to his desired dwelling place. He found himself 
stricken by a grave illness of such severity that for one year 
he lay in grievous pain. ‘The skin by his flanks and loins was 
ulcerated due to weakness and constant reclining, and even- 
tually eroded to the bone. Notwithstanding, the ever- 
memorable one never murmured or exhibited a despondent 
altitude, nor did he grumble a bitter utterance; but glorified 
the Lord with greatness of soul. One elder observed his 
intense pain, and said to him: “Father, make an entreaty 
before the Lord, that He deliver thee from this oppressive 
sickness.” The saint, looking at him askance, remarked: “Do 
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not speak unbecoming words; for the same thought hath 
many times entered my mind, but knowing that it was 
demonic, I expelled it as injurious to my soul. For I have 
‘enjoyed many good things in my life, and my name was 
acclaimed and spread abroad; so I have to suffer slightly in 
order to find consolation in the next life, that I may not hear 
the same dreadful judgement as the rich man: ‘... remember 
that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy good things, and 
likewise Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and 
thou art tormented. 

‘Therefore, he spent that entire duration of the illness in 
thanksgiving, glorifying the Lord. He prayed every hour, 
even in the depths of indisposition, and chanting was never 
absent from his lips. He also prophesied many things to the 
brothers, which all came to pass. When he recognized that 
the end was near, he assembled his spiritual children and they 
bewailed the loss of their father. He assuaged them and 
instructed them to have patience to the end in whatever 
temptation befell them; and to be in subjection to their leader, 
whoever would govern them; and disclosed many other 
indispensable directions, especially the following: “If ye see 
that after my repose the flock increaseth and the monks 
multiply with the passage of time, have good hope that the 
remainder of that which I told you shall be accomplished.” 

‘Thus it all came to pass. Not only when he was alive did 
the monastery thrive, but after he expired the caxnobium 
continued as before, keeping the order and traditions 
unadulterated which he had given them, which they pre 
served inviolate. Wherefore, many blessed elders under his 
tutelage performed diverse miracles. However, let us retum 
to the subject matter. 

‘When the saint was aware that after three days he would 
be translated to the Lord, he called three hierarchs to him and 
‘greeted them with a kiss, and took forgiveness from them; 
and they wept at his departure, believing that his death was 
great loss to them. He again rejoiced, reminding them that 
he was going to his desired Christ, in order to consort with the 
angels etemally. After this, he raised his hands slightly and 
uttered a secret prayer to the Lord, and folded his hands over 
his chest in the sign of the Cross (which is fearful to the 
demons), and surrendered his magnanimous soul into the 
immaculate hands of the all-good God, having attained 105 
years of age. And God honored also His servant to the end 
by this great miracle 


‘Stephen, aman from Alexandria, had been possessed by 
‘ademon fora considerable length of time; so he had gone to 
the saint while he was still among the living to seek a cure, 
buthe wasnever cured. Yet he knew that, without the benefit 
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ofthe holy one’s prayer, he had hope inno other; sohe would 
not depart from the monastery, but remained there until the 
saint’s repose. Therefore, when Stephen beheld the dormi- 
tion of the saint, he wept bitterly over his remains, pulling his 
hair and striking his face upon the earth, and appealed to him 
as follo ‘Woe isme, today I have lost my hope, my refuge 
and help, for in thee was I encouraged, O holy one! Deliver 
me, wretch that I am, from the evil demon; for at this time I, 
the faint-hearted one, am completely hopeless. It would be 
better if I fell into the fire or the sea, or even to be buried along 
with thee, than to be tormented by this merciless tyrant.” 

‘This in addition to many other things he bewailed, as he 
kissed the saint and shed ariver of tears. Then the demon cast 
him to the ground to indicate that he was leaving against his, 
‘own will, being driven out by divine power. Hence, Stephen 
‘was greatly disturbed when the thrice-accursed one exited; 
but then he was left healthy and glorified the Lord. 


In this manner was Theodosius wondrous and awesome 
toall, not only when he wasalive, but even afterhis death. He 
subdued the world, heaven, man, sea, and the demons. For 
he would command the beasts of the earth, and they did not 
cause him harm; or the sky, that it would not rain; or the wind, 
to carry away the locust; or the sea to become calm; and the 


demons to flee from people, which they did in terror. There- 
fore, his fame being widespread, huge crowds of the faithful 
hastened when the great Theodosius departed to the Lord. 
‘This included lay people, priests and bishops. The multi- 
tudes that converged pushed against cach other to kiss his 
sacred relics. Archbishop Peter, who was then Patriarch of 
Jerusalem, with the other respected hierarchs, was able only 
by force to persuade the crowd to clear the way, that they 
might bury the saint; for everyone had a longing to kiss even 
his riassa, if possible, or his hair, or anything, just to take his, 
blessing. After many hours, Theodosius, the most precious 
treasure, worthy-of-heaven, was concealed in the earth. 
‘They executed everything as was appointed by the order of 
‘our Church, and departed, glorifying the Father, the Son, and 
the Holy Spirit, the One Godhead, to Whom is due power, 
honor and worship, always, now and ever and unto the ages 
of ages. Amen. 


Cyril, Monk of Scythopolis, The Great Synaxaristes of the 
Onhodox Church, Vol. 1: St. Theodosius the Coenobiarch, 
Sthed. Athens: Archimandrite Matthew Lagges, pub., 1978. 
Translation by Leonidas J. Papadopoulos and Georgia 
Lizardos. Edited by Reader Isaac E. Lambertsen. All rights 
reserved. Copyright Registration No, 130-526, July 5, 1983. 


APOLYTIKION; PLAGAL. OF THE Fixst TONE 
Having shone forth in God-given virtues, O righteous one, 
thou didst prove to be an illustrious model of monastic life. 
And thou wast seen as a godlike light and leader, O wise 
‘Theodosius, thou emulator of the angels and servant of the 
Trinity. Pray thou unceasingly to Him to have mercy on our 
souls, 


Kovtaxiox; PLacat oF THe Fouxrit Tons 
Planted in the courts of the Lord, thou didst blossom detight- 
fully with thy holy virtues, and thou didst increase thy 
children in the desert, irigating it with the showers of thy 
tears, O chief shepherd of God's divine sheepfolds. Where- 
fore, we ery: Rejoice, O Father Theodosius. 


Prososaon; PLAGAL oF TH Fixst Ton 
O holy God-bearing Father Theodosius, worthily thou didst 
strive in this transitory life, in fasts, hymns and vigits, 
‘becoming a mode! for thy disciples; and now thou rejoicest 
‘among the angels, praising Christ on high, the Word and 
Savior Who bowed down His head before the Baptist and 
sanctified the nature of the waters, Beseech Him and entreat 
of Him, O saint, to grant peace and harmony to the Church. 
and His great mercy to us. 


MEGALYNARION 

By the grace of God that was given thee, thou in tum, O 
father, didst bring many unto the Lord. Unsurpassed in virtue 
and steadfast in right doctrine, O Father Theodosius, thou art 
our guide in truth. 


ee 
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The Life of our Holy and God-bearing Father 
Euthymius the Great 


Weose Memory tHe Hoty Crurc Crusrates on tHe 201 Day oF JANUARY 


Our father Euthymius the Great,’ desert-dweller and ascetic, was 
bom about the year 377, in Melitene of Armenia near the Euphrates, 
during the reign of the Emperor Gratian. His father’s name was Paul, 
and his mother was Dionysia; they were both eminent and virtuous. 
However, they were ever distressed and grieved that they were child- 
less, and often went to the Church of the Holy Martyr Poleuctus,? which 
‘was nearby, and entreated God to give them an inheritance and assuage 
their sorrow. And as they prayed for this one particular night, they 
beheld a certain divine vision, in which it was disclosed to them: “Be 
of good cheer, ye servants of the Lord, and rejoice! Behold, the Lord 
hath hearkened to your prayer, and will give you a child to be named 
Euthymius (Cheerfulness), for the birth of the child given by God will 
bring the Church gladness and joy.” 

‘Then they retumed to their home rejoicing, readily promising to 
dedicate to God the child to be born, Whereupon, Dionysia was elated 
when she had conceived. In time, the child was bom, and they named 
him Euthymius according to the vision. 


When the saint reached three years old, his father reposed. His 
mother took him and went to her brother, Eudoxius, who was the 
counsellor to the Metropolitan Eutropius of Melitene. Dionysia 
brought her brother to give Euthymius to the above-mentioned hier- 
arch, and to offer him, just as Hannah did Samuel in former times. 
When Eutropius saw the child, and heard of the vision, he prophesied 
the future saying: “In this child the Spirit of the Lord shall rest.” 

‘Afterwards, they baptized the lad, and later made him a reader; and 
his mother, who was virtuous and most reverent towards the holy 
things, was ordained a deaconess. Inthis manner, the divine Euthymius 
devoted his first years to God. 


Ashe studied the sacred writings, Euthymius stored up for himself, 


St. Euthymius the Great 
Icon at the Convent of the Annunciation 
Oinoussal, Greece 


like a bee, as many divine examples as he could 
find in Holy Scriptures of worthy men to emulate. 
‘They spurred his soul toward divine love, and he 
yeamed to emulate them. He accustomed himself 
to every good deed and devoted himself to what 


* The Life of our holy Father Euthymius in its entirety was written 
in Greek by the disciple of Saint Savvas, the Monk Cyril of 
Scythopolis, whoalso wrote the Life of Saint Savvas. He wasurged 
to do so by the two saints, who appeared to him in a vision (which 
hhe mentions at the end of this Life). It was copied by St. Symeon 
the Metaphrastes (the Translator), and included in his Collection. It 
ispreserved in the Great Lavraat the Holy Monastery of Iveron and 
in others. It was translated into simple Greek and inserted in the 
publication, Eklogion, by Agapius the Cretan. Father Gerasimus 
Micrayiannanites wrote 24 oikoi to the great Euthymius. Monk 
Cyril of Scythopolis, The Great Synaxaristes of the Orthodox 
Church, translated by Papadopoulos and Lizardos, Vol. I: St. 
Euthymius the Great (Athens: Arch. Matthew Lagges, pub, 1978), 
p. 480. 

2 St. Polyeuctus, martyr (+259) is commemorated on January 9th 
“The city of Melitene in Armenia, which was a station of Roman 
troops, is renowned for the large number of its martyrs. Of these the 
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foremost in rank was Polyeuctus, a Roman officer of Greck parent- 
age. While yet a pagan, he made friends with a zealous Christian 
named Nearchus who, when news of persecution reached Armenia, 
prepared to lay down his life for his faith. His only regret was that 
Polyeuctus was still a heathen, but he had the joy of winning him 
‘over tothe truth and of inspiring him with an eager desire to die for 
the Christian religion. Polyeuctus openly dectared himself a 
Christian, and was apprehended and condemned to cruel tortures 

When the executioners wearied of tormenting him, they began t0 
‘argue and persuade him to renounce Christ. The tears and entreaties, 
of his wife Paulina, of his children and his father-in-law, might well 
have shaken a les resolute man, Polyeuctus, however, strength 

ened by God, only grew firmer and received the death sentence with 
joy. On the road to execution he exhorted bystanders to renounce 
their idols, and spoke so eloquently that many were converted. He 
was beheaded during the persecution of Decius or Valerian.” HJ. 

‘Thurston, SJ, and D. Attwater,eds., Butler's Lives ofthe Saints, 
Vol. I, (Westminster: Christian Classics, 1981), p. 320, 

* T Kings 1:25.28 (LXX). 


was beneficial for the soul. Euthymius spent most of the 
years of his youth in reading the Holy Scriptures and the 
accounts of the virtues of the saints. He became zealous 
especially in his service to his excellent and very virtuous 
teacher Acacius,* who became the Bishop of Melitene. 
Wherefore, asa wise disciple, not only of the lessons, but also 
of his virtues, he became a diligent and active successor. 


His teacher rejoiced on beholding Euthymius’ wisdom 
and piety. His fare was simple and balanced. His sustenance 
was spiritual words in which his soul delighted, rather than 
in bodily and perishable food; and he was devout in all the 
liturgical order of the Church, rendering complete mental 
concentration and a contrite heart with such contemplation, 
that he never laughed, and with great devotion he stood as if 
looking straight ahead at the Master and King of Creation, 
During the remaining years in his house, he devoted himself 
to study and meditation of the divine law day and night, He 
never said anidieor vain word, but asa fruitful and useful tree 
which was planted in the waters of psalmody, ascribed every 
moment profitably. In time of anger and wrath, he brought 
forth the fruit of love and meekness. Against pleasure or 
gluttony, he brought forth continence; the thoughts of vain- 
glory he countered with voluntary poverty. And thus, with 
every virtue the most prudent one conquered all the opposite 
vices. 

Because of the godly conduct of his life, he was ordained 
against his will by his teacher to be a presbyter. They gave 
him the charge of all the monasteries that existed between 
those borders. But the saint loved quietude more, and he fre- 
quently went to the city of the martyrdom and Church of 
Saint Polyeuctus, and there he passed most of his time, He 
left once a year from the city, afterthe Feast of the Theophany 


(Lights), and would retreat to a certain mountain in the 
wildemess, and there would stay until Palm Sunday, and 
return again, 


But the oversight of the monasteries did not afford him 
the opportunity for the solitude for which he yeamed in hi 
heart. He went out secretly from his country when he was 
twenty-nine years old. He had a desire to make a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land, and to converse with the holy fathers, to 
take from them models in virtue and to emulate them. So he 
hastened with all speed, as on an eagle's wing. Wherefore, 
after he had worshipped at the holy places and taken heed of 
each elder’s divine conduct of life, he became an ardent 
zealot of solitude. He found near the Lavra of Fara’ a cell 
with exceeding great quiet, and he remained there plaiting 
the fronds from the palm trees. Since the profit eamed from 
these was enough for his food, and even in excess, the 
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remainder he gave as alms to those in need, so as not to eat 
of another's labors, but rather that others would be nourished 
by his handiwork. In this land he found rest, and his soul was 
freed of all earthly cares, and only the good things of the 
future did he meditate. 


Near him was another ascetic named Theoctistus, of 
similar virtue and state as himself. Eventually, they nurtured 
such great affection and godly love for each other, that their 
souls and bodies were almost as one, and as one would have 
a certain sentiment, likewise the other would also. In this 
‘manner, as spiritual brothers, they went through every year, 
from the octave of the Theophany into the desert; and there 
they remained in solitude, bereft of all human company and 
association, until the Feast of Palm Sunday,’ when they 
‘would retum again to their cells, each bearing his wealth of 
virtues, and dedicating it to the risen Christ, more precious 
than the gold offered by the Magi, Euthymius surpassed 
‘Theoctistus in goodness of character, simplicity of manner 
and humility; therefore, he grew in everything before God 
with boldness, and the great grace of the Holy Spirit came to 
him, 


In Fara, Saint Euthymius remained with Theoctistus for 
five years. When the fifih year arrived, according to their 
custom, they went into the desert,’ and, traversing a deep 


© Acacius also participated in the Holy Third Ecumenical Council 
which convened in 431 atEphesus, and was.a great champion of the 
dogmas of Orthodoxy. He defended Saint Cyril of Alexandria, and 
condemned Nestorius, whom he formerly attempted unsuccess- 
fully to return to the Orthoxlox Faith, because he happened to be a 
personal friend, He also fought Theodore of Mopsuestia, sending 
to the Bishops of Armenia an encyclical, in which he condemned 
his opinions. He was held in great honor among the fathers; and in 
Melitene a synod was convened in 458, naming him Father and 
‘Teacher. What year he reposed, and under what circumstances, is 
‘unknown, Accordingly, on March 31st he is commemorated with 
another Bishop of Melitene of the same name, who suffered 
‘martyrdom and was tortured to death during the reign of Decius. He 
has no connection with the above-named. See also The Great 
Synaxaristes of the Orthodox Church, Vol.lil, 1sted.,p.477,0r2nd 
ed.,p. 479. Synaxarisies, Vol. 1, p. 481. 

‘Ain Fara [is] the one plentiful perennial spring inthe Judean 
wilderness, about seven miles northeast of Jerusalem beyond 
‘Anathoth... And at Fara, as we shall see later, Euthymius spent the 
first five years (A.D. 406-11) of his monastic life in Palestine. The 
‘organization it connotes is a row or cluster of solitary cells around 
common center, including a church and a bakehouse, where the 
ascetics would assemble for Saturdays and Sundays, spending the 
rest ofthe week intheir cells.” DerwasJ. Chitty, The Desert aCity, 
(Crestwood: SVS Press, 1966).. 15. See also map. 

* “Euthymius brought with him from Melitene a practice which was 
to have considerable influence on the future of Jud:ean monasti- 
ism.” Chitty, p. 82 

7*In A.D. 41 he set out with his friend Theoctistus forthe ‘utter 
desert’ of Coutila towards the Dead Sea; the region of Qumran.” 
Wbid., p. 82 


river and precipitous area, they came upon a large cave, 
which before was probably a refuge for beasts; later, how- 
ever, it became a holy church and dwelling-place of angels. 
‘They believed that God had directed them there, and they 
remained in solitude for a considerable length of time, 
without having any human assistance; and, nourishing them- 
selves only on wild herbs, they rejoiced in the hope of future 
fulfillment and eternal rest. 


Inasmuch as the Lord wished to reveal their virtue and to 
benefit others through them by His economy, they were 
discovered in the following manner, so that the garden would 
not be closed, nor the fountain sealed, of their wisdom and 
sanctity, but on the contrary, they would enlighten others by 
thei ine state of life. Hence it chanced that shepherds 
with their sheep from the village of Lazarus* came to the 
‘adi and as they saw the saints, suddenly they were terrified 
and ran to escape. But the saints called to them saying: 
“Brethren, fear not, for we are men, and it is for our sins that 
‘we have come to this land for solitude.” Then the shepherds 
took courage and came into the cave, and, not finding any 
food provisions for bodily necessity, they marvelled, and 
went into their village, revealing what had taken place. 


\s the monks of Fara leamed these things, many came to 
visit them, and some ended by staying, captivated by the 
sweet and irresistible words of those heralds of the truth, by 
whom they were instructed in every monastic practice. The 
saints became well known in that vicinity, and afterwards 
they built monasteries, the head of which was the wondrous 
‘Theoctistus. Due to the fact that the good reputation of 
Euthymius reached almost every place, all rushed to him, and 
stayed in obedience to him, for their salvation. For this 
reason, they made the cave into a holy church, and they built 
over it a Lavra, similarto that of Fara, since it was impossible 
for it to be in the cave because of the steepness and rough 
landscape.’ Euthymius made Theoctistus abbot of the Lavra, 
and he retired into seclusion inside the cave. 

However, this expert caretaker and physician of 
wounded souls accepted whoever came to him, and he 
confessed every one of them; and, according to the injury of, 
their souls, he also applied the appropriate medication with 
wisdom and discemment. He taught them to renounce the 
world; and to have, principally, obedience and humility, and 
to have death always in remembrance, and to labor for their 
food with their own hands. He taught the young men 
especially to exhaust their bodies, in order to obtain obedi- 
ence in spiritual labors, and never to violate the command- 
ment of the divine Paul: “... that if any would not work, 
neither should he eat;” and, “these hands have ministered 
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uunto my necessities, and to them that were with me.”? 
Tnasmuch as those of the world labor to feed wives, children 
and all in the house, and to pay taxes and rent, and in addition, 
to give alms; so it is absurd and improper that we, the 
‘monastics, do not have compassion on our brother and 
neighbor. He ordered them to keep silence diligently, so that, 
none dared to speak in church or in the refectory. But come, 
Jet us enter into the wonders that the all-good God wrought 
through the intercessions of the great Euthymius, that we 
might know his great prominence and sanctity. 


A nuler of the Saracens, named Aspebet,* had a son 
called Terevon, who from demonic complicity was semi- 
paralyzed. This child had a certain vision, and told it to his 
father, who immediately took the sick boy with many bar- 
bariansin his company, moved out of Arabia, and came to the 
cave of Saint Euthymius, just as the revelation commanded 
in the vision. They came and asked Theoetistus where the 
‘great Euthymius was, and he answered them that he is in 
seclusion, and by no means was he allowed to speak to him 
until Saturday. And Terevon told him the details of the 
matter, saying: “I, servant of God, availed myself of all the 
magicians and physicians of Arabia, to whom I paid im- 
mense sums; however, not one benefit of any kind did I 
attain, Afterwards, 1 went into Persia, and suffered similarly, 
but acure Ihave not known. From this, observed that all we 
respect are myths, so I prayed to the true God to heal me, and 
I would become a Christian. Thus, praying in this manner, 
I beheld a certain monastic elder with a long beard, who 
inquired about my sickness; and I showed him my affliction, 
and he said to me: ‘If thou art healed, thou must perform 


whatever thou hast promised to the true God." I said to him: 
Bethany : 


* “It isto these remote gorges that the monastic center of gravity will 
presently be moving from the neighborhood of the villages. While 
passing down one ofthe most beautiful ofthem, the Wadi Mukellik, 
the two monks came upon [this] great cave in its northern cliff. The 
‘danger of passage forthe night service from the other caves in that, 
precipitous valley to the main cave, which was marked for the 
‘church, persuaded them not to make the place a lavra, but to gather 
the brethren together in a caenobium built along the edge of the last 
drop into the torrent-bed, atthe foot of the cliff in which the cave 
‘was, with a tower (since fallen away) buill up against the cliff-face 
to gave access to the church-cave, in which Euthymius would stay 
through the week, making himself approachable only on Saturdays 
and Sundays.” Chitty, pp. 82-83. 

© Acts 20-34; II Thess 3:19. 

‘[The sheikh] himself had been in command (his name, Aspebet, 
is a Persian title —‘master of horse’) over the Arabs under Persian 
suzerainty. Reported for protecting the Christians in their ight 
from persecution renewed in the last year of Yazdigerd (A.D. 420), 
he had taken refuge with the Romans, and had been appointed to a 
similar command by Anatolius. He wasstilla pagan.” Chitty, p. 83 


“Yea, Master, verily I will." And revealing himself, he said 
to me: ‘I am Euthymius, and I dwell by the Torrents, ten 
miles outside of Jerusalem. If thou desirestto be cured, come 
to me, and the Lord will heal thee.’ These things I saw, I 
related to my father, and behold, we have left everything and 
have come swiftly to the place shown in the vision.” 

‘When Theoctistus heard all these things, he interrupted 
the solitude of Saint Euthymius and related the affair to him, 
and the blessed one perceived that it was the economy of 
God. He descended at once and met the barbarians, and, 
praying over the child — O, the wonder! — that very hour, 
he was completely cured. The barbarians were amazed at the 
miracle, and they believed in Christ, and sought baptism 
from the saint, And the holy one, seeing their great eager- 
ness, was not negligent, but straightway formed out of the 
comer of his cave a small baptismal font, and indeed, the first 
baptized was Aspebet, whose name was changed to Peter, 
then afterwards, his wife’s brother, Maris, who was not only 
‘eminent and wealthy, but knowledgeable and virtuous; then 
‘Terevon and all ofthe rest. They kept lent for forty days, and 
Saint Euthymius admonished and taught them to preserve 
their piety inviolate. ‘Then all received from the saint 
permission to depart, But Maris, the uncle of Terevon, under 
no circumstances would remove himself from the monas- 
tery, butoffered all his fortune, and renounced the world, and 
became a monk, remaining till the end in the obedience of 
Euthymius.? 


Word of this spread to all the surrounding areas, and from 
everywhere, whoever had a sickness found cures without 
fee; and all returned healthy, glorifying God, and thanking 
the saint. And the great father, observing that so many people 
were coming to him, grew sorrowful because of the honor 
they accorded him, and because of all the noise, due to which 
he no longer had any tranquility as before. For this reason, 
hhe thought to leave for Rouba secretly, to avoid being 
troubled, However, the godly Theoctistus perceived what he 
had in mind, and gathered all the brotherhood, and ardently 
‘besought the saint not to leave them orphans, but to have pity 
on his flock, and not leave the enemy to rend it to pieces by 
his departure. Thus they entreated him, but the blessed one, 
utoflove, was irresistibly attracted to solitude, and departed 
secretly with a virtuous disciple named Dometian. ‘They 
came {0 the Dead Sea towards Rouba, and ascended Mt. 
Mardan," which was higher than all the others, and it had 
water there, and some ruins from which they built a church 
in which they settled. In the interim they ate wild weeds, and 
afterwards traversed overto the Wildemess of Ziph, in order 
to see the cave in which David hid when persecuted by Saul;"* 
and because he liked the place, he rested there. 
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However, the all-good God made him famous there also, 
and in this place again, a monastery was erected in a mar- 
yellous manner. A youth from the village of Aristobol had 
a demon which tormented him, and he would call upon the 
name of Saint Euthymius without ever knowing him, His 
parents learned who the great Euthymius was and where 10 
find the saint. Thus, they took the child and went to locate 
him. However, before they arrived at the cave, the demon 
foreknew his own weakness and the blessed one’s power, 
and, losing courage, he went out of him, violently convulsing 
the youth, and left him in complete health, Of this miracle 
certain others heard, and they came from the above- 
mentioned village and built a monastery there, to which 
many gathered, who were attracted as iron to a magnet to the 
‘wondrous virtue of the saint. Leaming that in this place there 
were certain heretics entrenched in the Manichwean mad- 
ness,"* he went over alone to them, and through his good 
instruction restored all to Orthodoxy. 


.. When Theoctistus died 40 years (A.D, 466] later, Maris 
succeeded him as head of the ccenobium.” Chitty, pp. 85, 95. 
'...itappears, on the top of the old Jewish stronghold of Masada, 
‘where aruined church still remaining is probably that set up by him, 
Even he scems to have found a prolonged stay here impracticable, 
‘and he moved up to establish a monastery ...”. Chitty, pp. 83-84. 
* 1 Sam 23:15 [LXX} 

'S “Manichavism is a religious system based on the doctrines of 
Manes, a Persian religious leader born about A.D. 215, (some say 
‘A.D. 240). Manes combined the Christian theory of salvation and 
the Zoroastrian concept of dualism, or belief that two opposing 
principles govern the universe. According to this system, the world 
Originated as.a mixture of light and darkness, which represent good 
andevil, Manicheans believe that man’s soul, which arose from the 
Kingdom of Light, wants to escape from the body, which represents 
the Kingdom of Darkness. They believe that the soul can attain 
release only through wisdom, not through the renunciation of 
material or sensual things. They also believe that a savior will 
provide the wisdom necessary for release.” World Book Encyclo- 
pedia, Vol. XI, 1976, “Manichaism',p. 107. 

“He set up his own organization and claimed to be the incarna- 
tion ofthe Holy Spirit. Although puttodeath by Zoroastrian priests, 
ideas were widely proclaimed in spite of great hostility in the 
Roman Empire.” M.A. Smith, MA., The Church Under Siege 
(Downers Grove: Intravarsity Press, 1976). p. 266. 

“He taught that God was the cause of good, and matter the cause 
of evil. The theory about matter led him to hold that the body of 
‘Jesus was an incorporeal phantom. He eliminated the Old Testa- 
‘ment from the Scriptures, and held himself at liberty to reject such 
passages in the New Testament as were opposed to his own 
opinions.” St. John Chrysostom, The Nicene and Post-Nicene, 
Fathers, Vol. IX: “On the Priesthood". Translated by Stephens 
‘and Brandram (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub.Constantin- 
ople., 1975), p. 65; see fn. 3, also Robertson, History of the 
Christian Churches, Vol. 1, 139-145. 


Butthe saint, seeing again that many gathered there, took 
Dometian and retumed to the blessed Theoctistus, who, with 
the rest of the brothers, hearing of his arrival, received 
exceeding joy, just as when one thirsty finds cool water, But 
the blessed one stayed about three miles away from the 
ceenobium in a wholesome and secluded place, where he 
found a cave in which to dwell. Theoctistus went there 100, 
and did not wish in any way to depart from Euthymius, 
because of the great love which they had between them. 
Hence, Theoctistus begged him with many supplications to 
keep him there with him; but the saint thought of the monks 
at the Lavra, and would not agree; he promised only to come 
down frequently to visit them. 


When the pious Peter, formerly Aspebet, heard of the 
return of Euthymius, he assembled many Saracens, whom he 
had catechized to piety, and hastened to meet him, in orderto 
enjoy his most delightful and cheerful presence. ‘The saint, 
received them joyously and blessed them, baptizing all who 
were catechized by Peter. And the latter brought skilled men 
and built into the hermitage of the saint three cells, and alarge 
cistem in the garden, and also constructed a church, and 
whatever else was necessary. Everyday there came huge 
‘crowds from the Hagarene belief in order to hear his delight- 
ful teachings. Wherefore, in order not to be deprived of his 
beloved quiet, he ordered them to build near the two monas- 
teries a church and huts for them to abide, and often visited 
there, where he diligently counselled and strengthened them 
in piety. Saint Euthymius’ words were so sweet and wise, 
that in a short while multitudes of pious people assembled in 
that place, who built huts and dwelt there. Whereupon, he 
wrote this to Juvenal, the Patriarch of Jerusalem, and he 
ordained Peter, the father of Terevon, as bishop, '* and subse- 
quently the number of the faithful increased daily. 


Indeed, the saint had a yeaming to remain quiet and 
undisturbed by people, but the Lord wished to populate that 
land with reason-endowed sheep. After a short while, there 
‘came three brothers according to the flesh, bom in Cappado- 
cia, butreared in Syria. They were very virtuous individuals, 
respectively named Cosmas, Chrysippus and Gabriel, and 
came in order to be monastics. The blessed one initially did 
not want to keep them there, because they were young, 
especially Gabriel, who was a beardless boy. However, at 
night he saw a vision of a wondrous man who told him: 
“Receive the brethren, for God hath sent them.” Wherefore, 
he arose that morning and told Cosmas, for he was the eldest 
of them: “Because the Lord hath commanded me, I accept 
you gladly. However, be careful not ever to leave Gabriel to 
converse with anyone; and that he always remain closed up 
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inthe cell until he has a beard, inasmuch as the enemy greatly 
warreth against the monastics with the womanly faces of the 
beardless. And for this itis necessary to safeguard everyone 
from such a great danger.” This he told Cosmas, and also 
predicted the future to him, that he would be Bishop of 
Scythopolis, which came to pass.” 

From that time, the saint received all who came with 
great joy. Thus, through the gathering of so many from 
different lands within a short period of time, there began 
another Lavra as that at Fara, And the Patriarch, observing 
this progress, decided to come himself and visit Saint 
Euthymius, who was then fifty-two years old. He also 
renovated the church and ordained deacons.* As time 
passed, so did the brothers multiply, but as a result they 
suffered great privation. However, the Lord, Who bestows 
favor and goodness, in His economy sent them aid in the 
following marvelous manner. 


In those days, there descended from Jerusalem four 
‘hundred Armenians down to the Jordan, who wandered from 
the original path and came upon the Lavra of Saint Euthy- 
ius. The blessed one, upon seeing them, called the afore- 
‘mentioned Dometian, who had the stewardship, and told him 
to offerthem hospitality, as much as possible. Buthe replied 
that noteven one day's food could they find, Butthe saint had 
hope in the merciful and all-good God, and he answered him 
confidently: “Go, child, and see how the thoughts of men 
<iffer from the grace and power of God!” Thus, he went to 
the storehouse, and — O, the unutterable wonder, O Lord, 
Lover of man! — it was overflowing, so much so that it was 
impossible to open the door. Thus, he shouted to the 
brethren, and with great difficulty they opened it and found 
it filled with whatever they required. There was bread, wine, 
and an abundance of oil. Seeing these things, Dometian 
perceived the power of divine grace, and he fell at the feet of 
the venerable Euthymius, asking forgiveness. But the saint 
raised him up and answered: “My child, ye sow with 


' Peter was consecrated Bishop for his tribe, now distributed in a 
number of camps. He was to play a not inconspicuous part in the 
Council of Ephesus. He was appointed to a delegation to call on 
Nestorius and reported on the result.” Chitty pp. 84, 98,f.n. 12. 
+7 “Cosmas became Bishop of Scythopolis (= Beth-Shan]. Cosmas 
‘was a cross-warden in Jerusalem before he was made a bishop: he 
‘was succeeded in this office by his brother Chrysippus, who left us 
a number of rather rhetorical sermons. The third Cappadocian 
brother, the eunuch Gabriel, became hegumen of Eudocia’'s Church 
of St. Stephen: he could speak and write in Greek, Latin and 
Syriac." Chitty, p. 85. 

"™ “Domitian of Melitene and Domnus of Antioch were ordained as 
deacons for the Lavra. Domitian continued to serve there as such 
‘until his death.” Ibid. p. 85 


blessings, and blessings ye harvest. Whosoever ministers to 
strangers and receiveth the poor doth benefit himself even 
more. Thus thou shouldst do, if thou wishest God to bless 
thee to be strong enough in this present world, and to enjoy 
life everlasting in the age to come.” 

In a short period of time, the number of brethren in- 
creased and arrived at fifty, Hence, pack animals were in 
demand to transport the required 
necessities. Now there was a monk 
from Asia named Auxentius, whom 
the steward frequently begged to treat 
the animals kindly, for this was his 
obedience and he was very suited for 
the requirements of this all-important 
service, However, this disobedient 
one did not wish to obey the elders. 
‘As a result, Dometian made this 
known to the holy elder, who like- 
wise entreated Auxentius to bring 
about a change of mind, but not even 
then did the imprudent one hearken. 
‘Auxentius said that he did not wish to 
listen, for fear that he would suffer 
some spiritual sickness if he were 
obedient to the elders. Then the saint 
replied: “All of us pray to the Lord 
that thou wilt not fall into error; only 
‘go with faith.” Butthe shameless one 
didnot obey. Consequently, the saint 
was somewhat offended and told 
him: “O child, indeed, we advised 
thee for thine own welfare, butas incorrigible thou wilt know 
the fruit of thy disobedience in a little while.” 

‘These things the saint uttered, and, alas! Auxentius was 
seized with great fear and collapsed to the ground, a pitiful 
sight to the onlookers and worthy of many tears. Then those 
present begged the saint quickly to give him aid, that both hi 
body and soul would not be destroyed. And the saint, being 
meek and not bearing resentment, instantly forgave him and. 
completely cured him. From that hour Auxentius progressed 
in obedience and no longer dared to disobey the saint, but 
ministered diligently in his service of the mules. 


ib 


‘Two other brethren, named Maron and Clematius, had in 
mind to leave the monastery; but the saint, possessing divine 
grace, knew the secret when he saw in a vision the devil, who 
‘was putting a bridle on the heads of these two, and attempted 
to cast them into a trap. Wherefore, understanding the 
meaning of the matter, he wamed them, instructing them 
with various examples conceming obedience, saying that 


St. Euthymifus the Great 
Monastery of Dionysiou on Mt. Athos 


when one departs from one land to another, desiring to attain 
virtue, the latter is mistaken, because manner of life and not 
place save aman. And just as frequently a transplanted tree 
does not thrive, in like manner also, the monk who goes often 
from place to place never succeeds in virtue. As proof, the 
saint related the following example of an angry monk who 
went out of the ccrnobium, thinking that being alone he 
‘would not be angry or have 
any temptations. When he 
was a few days alone, he 
filled a cup with water and 
placed it on the ground. 
And it rose up of itself and 
poured out the water, not 
‘only once, but thrice. So 
again, he grew angry, and 
‘cast the cup to the ground 
and completely shattered it 
Hearing these things, Cle- 
matius laughed. Where 
fore, the saint was scanda 
ized, and said to him: “In- 
stead of weeping, thou 
Jaughest, O shameless one? 
Dost thou not know that the 
Lord rebuketh them that 
laugh, and blesseth them 
that moum? Know this, 
ignorant and senseless one, 
that outspokenness is the 
mother of all the passions.” 

Having reprimanded him thus, the saint entered into his, 
cell, and Clematius fell o the earth, rolling and trembling all 
over, and seized with terror. Then Dometian and certain 
other bystanders sympathized with the sufferer and begged 
the saint to forgive the mistake; thus, he healed him in both 
soul and body, and dismissed him with a warming, 


‘The hermit, Cyriacus, who had been in obedience to the 
saint from his youth and knew his austerities and conduct of 
his life in everything, verily assured us of these and other 
similarnarrations. Also, he never saw him eat food or speak 
a word at all for five days out of the week, only Saturday and 
Sunday, unless there appeared some great necessity, nor did 
he sleep lying down on his side, but he sat, or was suspended 
upon a rope in one comer of his cell, where he took a little 
sleep, saying to himself: “Come, wicked servant.” 

In this and other things, Euthymius zealously emulated 
the manner and virtue of the great Arsenius. When acertain 
brother began to tell ofthe attributes of Arsenius, he recorded 


them, so as to imitate them, that is, his withdrawal, humility, 
silence, wom garments, abstinence, vigils, compunction, 
tears, sympathetic nature, discemment, intense prayer, 
readiness and endurance; and in all these things, Euthymius 
excelled. Also, he foresaw the future as it was to happen, just 
as it is evident below.” 


A true and zealous disciple of Saint Passarion,” the 
sacristan of the Church of Saint Anastasia, had a desire to 
converse with the divine Euthymius. He was accompanied 
by Bishop Pheidon of Joppa, Cosmas the Stavrophylax 
(Cross-warden), and certain others, and they went to the 
monastery to meet him. Now Euthymius knew of their 
coming by divine revelation, and that the sacristan, Anasta- 
sius, was about to become the patriarch. For this reason, he 
summoned Chrysippus, the monastery steward, saying to 
him: “Make ready beforehand the necessary arrangements, 
for the Patriarch is coming to us with thy brother.” 

When they arrived at the monastery, and Chrysippus saw 
that it was not the Patriarch, but the sacristan Anastasius, he 
told the saint; and in order to prove it, they showed him the 
‘garments of the sacristan, which were silk and costly, which 
the Patriarch is not permitted to wear, but humble and mod- 
crate things. So the blessed one answered: “Believe me, I 
saw him clothed in white, vested as the Patriarch, and 1 
believe that I am not deceived; but God, Who knoweth the 
future, revealed the truth unto me.” And according to the pre- 
<iction of the saint, so it did occur, to the wonder of all. 


A ruler named Terevon (not the aforementioned), of the 


Saracen race, had a barren and childless wife. For this cause, 
they lived an intolerable life and both had immeasurable 
grief. Therefore, they appeared before the saint and besought 
him to dissolve their sorrow with his supplications, which 
were acceptable to God; and thus, the blessed one made the 
sign of the Cross thrice, touching the belly of the woman 
saying: “Go rejoicing, for the Lord will grant thee to beget 
three children.” They believed these words unhesitatingly 
and departed joyfully, and in time, the first son was born, and 
they named him Peter. With the ensuing years, there were 
born two others, according to the truthful promise of 
Euthymius, 


A certain brother in the Lavra, named Emilian, of the 
Roman race, who exercised virtuous conduct from his youth, 
was also especially pure in body and wise of mind. The devil 
envied him, and on a Sunday unleashed such a difficult and 
fierce camal warfare that he was unable to endure it, and, 
inclining to shameful thoughts, he also assented to them, 
‘When the saint went at dawn to Matins, he happened to be 
‘close by the aforementioned brother, and he sensed such a 
stench wafting from him that he realized that it was a plot of 
the demon, and rebuked him. ‘The afflicted one spewed forth 
foam from his mouth. Then the saint requested that alight be 
brought, as the place was dark, and he said to the other 
fathers: “Behold brethren, how this one from childhood was 
wise and virtuous, but now is prostrate from his defiled 
thoughts, a frightful sight and worthy of tears. Let everyone 
strike wicked thoughts and drive them from the mind at the 
start, when they are not strong. For if we entertain them 


"9 “Arsenius was bom in Rome about 360., A well-educated man, 
of senatorial rank, he was appointed by the Emperor Theodosius 1 
‘as tutor to the princes Arcadius and Honoris. He left the palace in 
394 and sailed secretly to Alexandria, From there he wentto Scetis 
‘and placed himself under the guidance of Abba John the Dwarf. He 
became an anchorite near Petrain Scetis. He scemstohave hadonly 
three disciples, Alexander, Zoilus and Daniel. He was renowned 
for his austerity and silence and this combined with his learning 
made him seem somewhat forbidding to the Coptic monks, After 
the second devastation of Scetis in 434 he went to the mountain of 
‘Troe where he died in 440. 

“Someone said to the blessed Arsenius, “How is it that we, with 
all our education and our wide knowledge, getnowhere, while these 
Egyptian peasants acquire so many virtues?” Abba Arsenius said 
to him, ‘We indeed get nothing from our secular education, but 
these Egyptian peasants acquire the virtues by hard work.” 

“One day Abba Arscnius consulted an old Egyptian monk about, 
his own thoughts. Someone noticed this and said to him, “Abba 
Arsenius, how is it that you with such a good Latin and Greek 
‘education, ask this peasant about your thoughts?” He replied, ‘I 
have indeed been aught Latin and Greek, but donotyetknow even, 
the alphabet of this peasant."" Benedicta Ward, SLR, The Sayings 
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of the Desert Fathers, (Kalamazoo: Cistercian Publications, 
1975), pp. 7-8. 
® Passarion, Archimandrite in Jerusalem. “When Juvenal came 
down toconsecrate the Church of St. Euthymius’ Lavra, he brought 
‘ith him the theologian Hesychius and the Chorepiscop Passarion, 
v. He was ‘Archimandrite of the monks’ — that is to say, 
“Archimandritein the special sense given to that word in Jerusalem, 
of those who had oversight of all the monks in the diocese. Hence 
his coming down for the consecration of Saint Euthymius’ church.” 
He died less than seven months later, toward the end of November, 
He was looked back to as a primary figure in the monastic life of 
Jerusalem, where he founded a famous almshouse outside the east 
{gate ofthecity,and.a great and beautiful cenobium within the walls 
of Holy Sion for the ‘devotees’ of that shrine, ‘for the service and 
psalmody of those who without ceasing glorify the Lord.’ The 
stress on liturgical order once more marks a contrast between 
Palestinian and Egyptian monasticism. In this, in his caznobitic 
order, and in his attention to the poor, Passarion seems to be in the 
tradition of St. Basil.” Chitty, p. 86 

‘Saint Passarion is commemorated on the 11th of August. See 
Synaxaristes, Vol. VIII, Ist ed.,p. 159; 2nd ed., p. 181. 
2 Anastasius, Patriarch of Jerusalem (A.D. 459-478). Chitty, p. 
182 


kindly, concurring and taking pleasure even though we do 
not come into contact with another body, in our soul we have 
sinned nonetheless. Thus, according to the teaching of the 
Lord, as adulterers, we will be condemned onthat fearful day 
when the hidden and unseen will be revealed.” 

The blessed one told the following frightful example 
which was related by certain Egyptian elders: “There was a 
‘man in the city, thought by all to have a marvelous life and 
appearing to possess great goodness. However, secretly he 
angered God with his depraved thoughts and movements of 
his heart, to which he consented. Although he never sinned 
in deed, he oftimes committed adultery in his mind, So he 
contracted a grave and mortal sickness. Then all of the city 
wailed and lamented inconsolably, considering his death a 
general calamity. ‘There happened to be in that city a clair- 
voyant elder who, upon hearing the common misfortune and 
beholding such sorrow in the faithful, went with haste also to 
receive blessing and forgiveness from him. Whenhe arrived, 
he saw the bishops with all the clerics and the rest of the 
rulers, who held lighted candles, awaiting the departure of his 
soul. Unobserved by others, the saintly elder came before the 
barely breathing man and saw a frightful miracle, which to 
the others was hidden. He saw in a vision a certain fearful 
sziant, which held in his hands a fiery fork pinned into the 
man’s heart, mercilessly forcing the departure of the soul. 
Afterwards, he heard a voice from above which said: “Just 
as this soul did not give me rest even for one day, be thou 
ever negligent, neither cease this tortuous and dreadful 
punishment!" 

‘The saint taught the brethren ever and always 10 be 
careful and reflective at the departure of the soul, and to take 
example from Emilian and the others, lest they suffer simi- 
larly. He admonished them thus, and said a prayer over the 
afflicted one, and instantly, all the nearby area was filled with 
an intolerable stench as that of buming sulfur. Close upon the 
oul odor there followed a voice saying: “I am the spirit of 
fornication.” Thenceforth, Emilian was sober and sensible, 
and became a chosen vessel. 


At that time there occurred a drought; and the 1 
Lavra was parched and needed water. The brethren endured 
immeasurable grief, for which reason all gathered together 
(and in their company also the blessed Theoctistus), implor- 
ing the saint to intercede with the Lord, that He send water to 
the thirsty ground and refresh men and the offspring of all 
living creatures, which were in great danger. Butthe saint did 
not wish to make the entreaty, replying: “This, my children, 
is a chastisement of God for our sins; therefore, if I entreat 
His Goodness, He will not heed me; just as it was said to the 
Prophet Jeremiah: “Therefore pray not thou for this people, 


and intercede not for them to be pitied, yea, pray not, and 
approach me not for them: for I will not hearken unto 
thee.""" Indeed, these things the divine Euthymius said 
through modesty and excessive humility. And, the drought 
heldout formany days. Hence, all the faithful people of those 
Parts could not suffer the pain of this dreadful scourge, and 
assembled outside of the Lavra bearing crosses in their hands 
and crying out in a pitiful voice, “Lord, have mercy,” 
continually, not only with the mouth crying aloud, but also 
with their heart, in deep and profound compunction. 

‘And the saint, sympathetic and compassionate wherever 
he was, felt sorry for them, and, coming out to them, said: 
“My children, I do not have this boldness before the Lond, as 
Tam a sinner and unworthy, and rather, 1 am praying for the 
lovingkindness of God, especially also at this time of the 
righteous wrath and anger of God on every one of us. It 
‘Appears to be daring and impudent that I should make such an 
entreaty, insomuch as with our iniquities we have soiled 
every image of Him, the Lover of men, and polluted His 
‘Temple with desires and pleasures; and He hatethourmalice, 
‘greediness and inhumanity. However, because He is com- 
passionate, let us fall down before Him with tears begging; 
and perhaps, He will pity us with heartfelt fatherly love and 
fulfil our request.” 


‘These things the saint proclaimed, and all with one 
tongue and voice said: “Thou art a saint, O venerable father, 
therefore, make a supplication in behalf of us before the 
Lord, Who doeth the will of them that fear Him.” Therefore, 
in order not to grieve them, the saint ordered the entire 
‘multitude of laity to make a supplicatory prayer outside, and 
he with all the monastics entered into the church, falling to 
the ground with tearful fervent prayer. As soon as the tears 
of Saint Euthymius fell to the ground, God hearkened to the 
petition of His servant; clouds filled the air, and they heard 
a violent wind, and thunder and lightning, whereupon rain 
fell in such a downpour that the earth was drenched, 

‘Then the blessed one came out of the monastery and, 
prophesying to the people, disclosed: “Behold, brethren, the 
Lord hath hearkened to our prayer and visited the earth; and 
saturated her farms. He wisheth to bless the crown of this 
year more abundantly than all the others; to fill the plains 
‘with richness; for the fields to yield fruit; to fill up the valleys 
with wheat; and to gird the mountains with rejoicing!” And 
saying this, he dismissed the people, and his prediction was 
fulfilled, and such an excessive downpour fell into all that 
region, that the earth long rejoiced and marvelled. 


® Jer 7:16 (LXX) 


But now, let us speak of the remaining astounding and 
remarkable accomplishments of the saint as they were told by 
Bishop John the Hesychast,” and Thallalius the Presbyter, 
‘who served in the Lavra of Saint Savvas, and who claimed 
that not only the others, but even the divine Savvas himself, 
admired the Great Euthymius, and held him in utmost re- 
spect, not only for the aforementioned miracles that he 
‘wrought, but also because he was an ardent zealot of the true 
Orthodox doctrines and combated the Manicheans, the 
‘Arians and the other heretics, whose mythological theories 
of pre-existence and reconciliation he proved wrong, refut- 
ing them mightily with arguments from the Holy Scriptures. 
Furthermore, all those heretics that he entered into discourse 
with, he wounded mortally, and they were defeated by him 
as foxes by alion; for many scandals were created at that time 
by them, and they misled many people. But the disciples of 
‘Saint Euthymius, having been counselled by him, never 
strayed. 


‘When the saint reached the age of seventy-six, he came 
down from Roubato the Lavra and served the Divine Liturgy 
‘on the Sabbath day. Dometian stood on the right side of the 
sanetuary. ‘The Saracen Terevon was also there, and so was 
Gabriel, Some stood near the sanctuary, and others farther 
away. When the doxology of the Trisagion was done, they 
suddenly saw — greatis Thy grace upon Saint Euthymius, O 
Christ! — fire which descended from above; and it en- 
shrouded the saint and Dometian, from the beginning of the 
‘Trisagion until the end of the Divine Liturgy. And Terevon 
was terrified, as he was most pious, and not daring to stand 
near there, he left the church, and stood without in ecstasy 
and wonderment at this marvel, as Cyriacus described it ater, 
and ashe heard it from Terevon and Gabriel. They alsoadded 
that the Lord had given Euthymius such grace, that from the 
appearance alone he knew every one precisely, and as from 
a mirror understood also the inner movements and passions 
of the soul, and from which passion one was defeated, and in 
‘what passions he defeated the demons. 


‘They also said this about the saint, as he himself has said 
it in private to certain brethren for their benefit. Many times 
he saw frightening angels who liturgized with him and served 
hhim_as deacons, and when he gave Communion to the 


brethren, he observed some of them to be bright and fair, 
while others were black and ugly, for they were unworthy of 
Holy Communion. Wherefore, he counselled them often and 
enjoined that they should always be vigilant and prepared 
according to the Apostle, and thus with a clear conscience, 
they should receive the Holy Mysteries, simply because 
whosoever received unworthily will be judged eternally. For 
this, the priest safeguards the people beforehand, saying: 
“Let us lift our hearts unto the Lord.” In other words, let us 
tum our souls and thoughts to the heavens and away from 
earthly cares, and then he receives the assurance from the 
people: “We have them towards the Lord,” and completes 
with assurance the Divine Liturgy. Afterwards, he raises his 
hands to heaven, so as to show that the Sacrament was 
instituted for our salvation and says: “Holy things for the 
holy,” indicating that, since I too am aman with passions like 
yours, and am not apprised of your acts, for this I urge all and 
caution you that each one should examine himself, and if he 
is subject to some passion, either enmity or pride, orenvy, or 
any other, he should not dare approach if he is not cleansed 
of the contagion, for these Mysteries are not given to the 
unworthy and impious, but to the pure and holy. Therefore, 
all those who have a clear conscience come forth and receive 
light, and rest. 


‘When Saint Euthymius was eighty-two years old, the 
blessed Savvas came to him (then a beardless child), and 
asked to be allowed into his Synodia. The saint, by foresight, 
knowing his future state and virtue, gladly received him. But 
because of his age, he sent him to Theoctistus until he grew 
a beard. He wrote to him: “Receive this young boy and 
‘counsel him, and lead him carefully in asceticism and the 
‘monastic life with preciseness, for it seems to me that he will 
progress immensely in the ascetic life and will enlighten 
many with his superb and wondrous accomplishments.” 
Saint Euthymius prophesied this about Saint Sayvas, and as 
he foretold it, all happened. For today, there is no city or 
desert where the divine accomplishments of Saint Savvas are 
not recounted with spiritual joy. But these have been written 
in the day of his memory. Therefore, let us say a few more 
things about the great Euthymius that we may not leave our 
subject. 


2% This was Saint John the Hesychast, Bishop of Colonia, who is 
commemorated on the 3rd of December. See Synaxaristes, Vol. 
XIL, Isted., p. 93, 

% Afier the death of Euthymius in 473, Savvas withdrew by himself 
tothearea of the Dead Sea, where he wandered for four yearsin the 
Utter Desert. ... He received a vision from God, telling him to 
‘make acity of the wilderness’ in the Cedron gorge. There, in 478, 
Savvas found a cave where he spent five years in prayer and 


or 


struggle. Many scattered anchorites came to Savvas and he as- 
signed to each a cave-cell in the valley. After several years, the 
community numbered seventy monks. Savvas builtatower tomark 
the boundary of the Lavra,and.asmall church where visiting priests 
could celebrate the liturgy. Savvas himself was not ordained, nor 
‘were any of hismonks (for he thought noreligious man could aspire 
to that dignity without presumption). One night as he was praying, 
Savvas saw a pillar of fire descend from heaven to a place in the 
{ole cond next page) 


In those days, the Patriarch Juvenal reposed in the Lord 
after forty-five years on the throne, and Anastasius was 
ordained, according to the prophecy of Euthymius, and he in 
tum ordained a certain Pheidon as deacon and dispatched 
him with the Stavrophylax to the great Euthymius, remind- 
ing him of the prophecy that he made, and asking him to 
allow the Patriarch to go to the Lavra and visit Euthymius, 
that the two may rejoice. And the saint answered him thus: 
“Thaye always had adesire to see thy Beatitude, and Ibelieve 
that I will spiritually gain by thy presence, inasmuch as 
formerly thou didst visit me without a procession and excite- 
ment, but now thou must come according to the dignity of a 
hierarch, which is too much for my weakness. Therefore, I 
beg of thee not to take the trouble, for I will greet thee gladly 
if thou come, but later I will be obliged to greet the others 
Wherefore, afterwards, being unable to receive so many 


crowds, I will perchance depart from here and go to a place 
of more solitude.” 

On hearing this, the Patriarch did not dare go, lest the 
saint be troubled and consequently be forced to leave. 


The Empress Eudocia® erected a great number of 
churches, monasteries, hospitals and shelters for the poor, as 
she was pious and God-loving. Also she constructed a 
splendid church dedicated to St. Peter, directly opposite the 
Lavra of Saint Euthymius, where she erected a fountain for 
the refreshment of the brethren. On a certain day, she went 
to visit the saint and, observing that at the Lavra the cells of 
the monks were built separately, she was struck with great 
contrition of soul, and sent Gabriel to the saint, beseeching 
him to permit her to go and speak to him about a pressing 
matter, and that she would grant him a large sum of gold, so 


hillside, The next morning he climbed up and found a large double 
‘cave which looked as if it were a natural church. Savvas called it 
his"God-built” church, and here the monks, now one hundred fifty 
in number, gathered on weekends for Liturgy. Savvas hesitated 10 
have the church consecrated, for he knew that pressure would be put 
‘on him to be ordained. But in 490, some of the monks complained 
to the Patriarch about the lack of a permanent priest in such a large 
community. Patriarch Sallust... ordained him in the presence of 
tne other monks. ... {and} on December 12th, the Patriarch himself 
came 0 the settlement to consecrate the “God-built” church.” 
Valerie Zahirsky and Constance J. Tarasar, eds., Saints for All 
Ages, Vol. VIII: Great Monks of the Desert (Syosset: Orthodox 
Church in America, 1981), pp. 43-47. 

AL fifty-three, ... the reputation of his sanctity drew persons 
from remote countries to his lavra, and among the monks were 
Egyptians and Armenians, for whom special arrangements were 
‘made so that they could celebrate the offices in their own tongues. 
In 492, ... Patriarch Sallust appointed Savvas and Theodosius {the 
Cernobiarch} as Archimandrites ofthe cell-dwellers and carnobia, 
respectively. Each of them was given a second — for Theodosius, 
the head ofthe ccenobium of Martyrius; for Sawvas, the hegumen of 
the Lavra of St Gerasimus. Chitty, pp. 109-110. 

“Savvas would say playfully to Theodosius, “Sir Abba, you are 
‘ahegumen of children, but lam a hegumen of hegumens: for each 
of those under me is independent, and is hegumen of his own cell." 
Chitty, p. 115 

Daring the time of Savvasand Theodosius, the controversy over 
the Council of Chalcedon in the battle against Monophysitism 
continued. Savvas was then sentaschief of adelegation throughout 
Palestine to proclaim the support of the Jerusalem Synod to the 
Councils. Zahirsky, p.47 

“In order to stop the persecution and banishment of Orthodox 
bishops by the Eutychians, Savvas was seventy years old when he 
undertook this journey to Constantinople. As he looked like some 
‘beggar, the officers at the gate of the palace admitted the rest but 
stopped him, Savvas said nothing, but withdrew. When the 
Emperor had read the letter of the Patriarch, in which great 
‘commendations were bestowed upon Savvas, he asked where he 
was. The saint was sought, and at length was found in a comer 
saying his prayers.” Butler, Vol. IV, p. 496. 
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‘When the Emperor Justinian issued an Edict against Paganism, 
many churches and villages were destroyed by Samaritans. The 
revolt was suppressed and Savvas was sent to Constantinople to ask 
for funds to repair the damages. Zahirsky, p. 48 

“In his 91st year, ... it happened one day, the Emperor being 
busy dispatching certain affairs of St. Savvas, who was himself 
present, that when it was the third hour, the abbot went out to his 
prayers. His companion, Jeremy, said it was not well done to leave 
the Emperor this way. ‘My son, replied Savvas, ‘the Emperor does 
his duty, and we must do ours."" Butler, Vol. IV, p. 496 

Al of his requests were granted by Justinian, 

(On December 5,532 A.D.,Savvas received Communion for the 
last time, He died saying, “Lord, into Thy hands I commend my 
spirit.” 

‘The Typikon of Jerusalem setting out the rules forthe recitation 

of the divine office and carrying out of ceremonies, which is the 
‘norm in nearly all churches of the Byzantine rite, bears his name, as 
does a monastic rule; .. His chief monastery, called after him Mar 
Savva and sometimes distinguished from the Great Lavra, still 
exists in the gorge of the Cedron, 10 miles southeast of Jerusalem, 
in the desert country towards the Dead Sea. Among its monks were 
St. John Damascene, St. John the Silent, St. Aphrodisius, St. 
‘Theophanes of Niczea, St. Cosmas of Majuma, and St. Theodore of 
Edessa, Builer, Vol. IV, p. 497. 
2 “Athenais Eudocia wrote to St. Symeon {the Stylite} about her 
doubts, her hesitations. {Thatis, her insistence on monophysiism.] 
‘And the Saint answered ... ‘Know, my child, that the devil, sceing 
the wealth of your virtue, is determined to plunder you like the 
‘rain, and that ravager, Theodosios, receptacle and instrument of 
the Evil-Doer, has clouded and confused your soul beloved of God. 
Thave marvelled greatly at this, that, having a well-spring near and 
not knowing it, you try to bring water from afar. Youhavethe godly 
Euthemios. Follow therefore his teachings and admonitions, and 
you will be saved.” Jeanne Tsatsos, Empress Athenais-Eudocia, 
(Brookline: Holy Cross Orthodox Press, 1977), pp. 117-118 

Eudocia was the consort of Emperor Theodosius I; for her 
virtuous life she was declared a Saint, and is celebrated on the 13th 
of August. See Synaxaristes,, Vol. VII, Ist ed.,p. 138; 2nd ed.,p. 
212. 


that the monks could cover all their needs. But the saint wrote to the Empress 
as follows: “Donot trouble thyself any further, my child, for in a few days thou 
wilt go to the Lord, to Whom thou shouldst pray for the forgiveness of thy sins. 
We will pray to the Lord for thy soul, and will not be negligent in this.” 

‘As she heard this, she was completely astonished by his foreknowledge, 
and she departed for the Holy City and conveyed to the Patriarch all that he had 
told her. Later she donated vast revenues to all the churches she had built, and 
she visited them with the Patriarch, restoring and furnishing them generously. 
‘After a period of four months, she was translated to the Lord. 


In those days, the blessed Theoctistus, having reached a very old age, 
became gravely ill. Saint Euthymius being elderly himself (ninety years of 
‘age) went to visit him, knowing that Theoctistus was to depart for that which 
he desired, and to minister to his needs. As the Patriarch leamed this, he went 
to bury the blessed Theoctistus, and also to behold the great Euthymius. As 
they did so, after the funeral, Anastasius kissed the holy hands of the saint with 
the utmost respect, saying: “I had a great desire, O servant of God, to see thee, 
and I thank God that He hath made me worthy. 1 pray that thou wilt beseech 
the Lord that the true prophecy thou madest on behalf of me will remain to the 
end. Write to me, if thy reason-endowed flock is ever in need, and I will obey 
thine orders as a child his father.” These and many other similar things said the 
pious Patriarch with much humility. ‘The saint, practicing self-restraint, 
answered thus: “It is 1, O Master, who need thine intercessions to the Lord.” 
‘And he said to him again: “, O holy father, shall obey thee in this, even though 
Tam unworthy. But do thou, who are filled with divine gifts and have found 
favor before the Lond, not cease praying for thy children.” Again, the saint 
responded with meekness and humility: “Forgive me, O Master, but care thou 
for this monastery and all the brethren, as thou art the leader of our Church.” 
‘And the Patriarch said: “Insofar as thou hast been the leader of this desert 
which thou hast embellished with thy virtue, and hast caused it to blossom as 
another Jerusalem, thus now mayest thou de the guardian of all the monks and 
guide of their souls and bodies.” 

Atthe end of their conversation, the Patriarch departed for the Metropolis. 
Meanwhile, the saint chose as abbot the uncle of Terevon, Abba Maris, who 
was superior in virtue; but he lived for only two years in the ascetic settlement. 
‘Thereafter, he chose Longinus, the praiseworthy. Later on, the Stavrophylax 
Cosmas was ordained Bishop of Scythopolis, and Chrysippus was made 
Stavrophylax, as Saint Euthymius had foretold. The blessed Cosmas lived as 
a hierarch for thirty years, having accomplished a great number of praise- 
worthy deeds. His brother Chrysippus served as Stavrophylax for twelve 
years, ending his life in a God-pleasing manner. Their brother Gabriel erected 
monastery dedicated to the Holy Ascension, and because he was studious and 
a friend of virtue, emulating the great Euthymius, he retreated from the 
monastery after the feast of the Holy Theophany and retumed on Palm Sunday. 
Inthe eightieth year of his life, he departed for the heavenly mansions, having 
performed great wonders. His holy relics were buried in the tomb of Saint 
‘Theoctistus. 


More than anything else, the saint desired solitude. Therefore, he took 
Dometian and Savvas, who were very zealous in the monastic life, and they re- 
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tired into the inner desert, where they lived 
onthe roots of wild plants, and had no other 
bodily comfort. As they proceeded 
through the waterless desert, Savvas could 
not stand on his own feet and collapsed 
from the buming thirst. The saint then went 
further away from the others and made a 
prayer to the Lord, saying: “Give water, 0 
Lord, to the parched earth for the relief of 
our brother.” After the prayer, he took the 
hoe with which they dug up roots of plants 
toceat, and dug a little into the soil in which 
refreshing sweet water sprung forth — O, 
the wonder! As Savvas drank, relieving his 
suffering, he glorified and offered thanks 
to God, Who works signs and wonders 
through His servants. 


‘Thus, the holy Euthymius, having such 
authority before God, foretold not only his 
blessed departure to the Lord, but also all 
that was to happen to the Lavra that he had 
erected with much toil. Eight daysafter the 
‘Theophany, many of the fathers gathered 
in the cell of the saint, some of them to bid 
hhim farewell, others to follow him into the 
desert. Among them were Elias and Mar- 
tyrius, who saw that he had prepared noth- 
ing for the yearly departure; and they asked 


if he would depart on the morrow. He said to them: 
“Throughout this week, I shall remain with you, and at 
midnight on the Sabbath I shall leave you.” He said this of 
his final departure. But they did not perceive what he meant. 
‘Three days later it was the feast of St. Anthony, so he ordered 
them to conduct an all-night vigil in the church. 

After the celebration, he called the clerics together into 
the Diaconicon and said to them: “Know this, O brethren, 
that the Lord hath called me from this life to the future one. 
Tomorrow, therefore, let all the brethren be gathered to- 
gether, that I may tell you how to continue conducting 
yourselves after my departure.” 

In the moming, they all came together with great ur- 
gency, and the saint said to them: “Fathers and brethren, 
beloved in the Lord and dearest children, in three days I will 
trcad the final road of my fathers; ye in tum must firmly keep 
all the commandments that I leave you, so that your piety and 
love towards me may be revealed. The foremost of all the 
virtues you should possess is love, without which it is 
impossible to accomplish anything. All the virtues are 
known through love and humility. Humility exalteth the 
virtuous to the heights of accomplishment, while love does 
not allow him to fall from the heights. We must always 
confess our sins before God and we should always praise 
Him, and especially we monks, as we have vowed before the 
precepts of the Holy Gospel, and as we are free from daily 
concems and lead an undistracted life. ‘Therefore, always 
remain pure in your souls and bodies. Always maintain the 
rule that I have given you, and also the doxology during the 
gatherings. Ye must care for the suffering as much as 
possible. All those brethren who are disturbed by foul and 
adverse thoughts, should confess them immediately, so that 
they may be corrected by the more experienced fathers with 
instruction and examples, so that they will notbe undermined 
by the devil, This last commandment I bid you to keep with 
diligence: never shut the gate to those who come forth, but 
let it be open to the weary travelers and the poor, and may all 
the things ye possess be open to those who need them, if ye 
wish for the Lord to send all the things ye require in abun- 
dance.” 


After he enjoined these things, he asked them whom they 
wished to have as abbot and leader, They all unanimously 
asked that Dometian be chosen, as he was the most virtuous 
of all. But Euthymius answered them, saying: “Choose 
another, for Dometian has only seven days left in this world 
after my repose.” 

This shocked all those who stood around, as he said it 
with authority and did not hide it. As they did not succeed in 
having Dometian, they asked for a certain Elias of the lower 


‘monastery, who hailed from Jericho, Then the saint tumed 
tohim and said: “Know this, that God hath ordained that this 
Lavra will become a ccenobium soon.” 

‘Onthe next day, the saint instructed the new abbot where 
to erect the ccenobium and how to organize it; also about the 
care of visitors; and the order of chanting; and the remaining 
functions, that is, how to care for the brethren, and especially 
how to counse! those who are tempted by adverse thoughts 
and are burdened, Later he said to them: “II find boldness 
before God, I will ask of Him that I remain with the synodia 
in spirit always.” 

‘After he said these things, he dismissed all of them, 
except for Dometian, who stayed withhim forthree days, and 
con the evening of the Sabbath he reposed in peace and 
departed to the heavenly bliss, a presbyter full of days, at the 
age of ninety-six, on the twentieth of January, 473 A.D.* 


News of his repose spread throughout the countryside. 
‘The result was that a vast multitude of monks and lay people 
assembled, and especially the Patriarch Anastasius with his 
entourage of ecclesiastics and military men, Chrysippus and 
Gabriel were there, and so was Pheidon the Deacon, and all 
the anchorites of the desert along with the great Gerasimus.”” 
In other words, so great a multitude of people gathered, that 
it was impossible for the priests to entomb the holy relics, 
When the Patriarch realized that it was the ninth hour of the 
day, he ordered the soldiers to turn the people away by force. 
Asthis was done, they were with great difficulty finally able 


® “That night in the coenobium of St, Gerasimus, young Cyriac, 
who was then serving as cook, was staying up to clean vegetables 
for the fathers, when about 11:00 Gerasimus summoned him to put 
‘on his cloak and sandals and follow him, When they came near 
Jericho, Cyriac asked what it was all about, and Gerasimus told him 
that about the third hour of the night he had scen a lightning-flash 
from heaven to earth, which remained as a pillar of light from earth 
to heaven, and had been told it was the soul of Euthymius being 
7.96 

imus does not appear to be the same as Saint 
Gerasimus of the Jordan whom we celebrate on the 4th of March, 
‘The former, ass stated in his Life, and as Sophronius of Jerusal 
‘writes in his account, lived in the days of the Emperor Constantine 
Pogonatus (668-85), whereas the present was a contemporary of 
Saint Euthymiusand Saint Savas. Cyril of Scythopolis (514-557) 
also wrote the life of Saint Gerasimus, and other contemporaries 
‘mention him. Therefore, it seems that either there were two with the 
‘name, sumamed of Jordan, and their deeds were confused because 
of their synonymity; or the date which Sophronius and the Synaxa~ 
ristesatribute to Gerasimusisincorrect. Itmust be noted that Saint 
Nicodemus the Hagiorite places Saint Gerasimus circa 670 A.D.,a 
date which is in agreement with the Older Synaxaristes, and also 
with the newer ones. Synaxaristes, Vol. 1, pp. 500-501. Inthe 3rd 
ed. of our own Synaxaristes, Vol. Ik: The Life of Saint Gerasimus 
of the Jordan, we also deal extensively with this matter. 


to perform the traditional service of the divine fathers, and to 
place the great athlete’s most venerable relics on the blessed. 
bier, chanting appropriate hymns and praises. Everyone 
wept and lamented the loss of the great Euthymius; Martyrius 
and Elias especially moumed inconsolably, whom the Patri- 
arch comforted, promising that he would always send them 
the necessary assistance for the maintenance of the brother- 
hood, 


But his genuine student, the emulator of his virtues, who 
had served him for fifty years, never left the tomb of his 
teacher, Seven days later, the venerable Euthymius appeared 
tohim bright and radiant, saying: “Behold, God hath deemed 
us worthy of this: that we rejoice together eternally as we 
were inseparable in the transitory life. Come and receive the 
glory and honor that hath been prepared for thee.”” 

Dometian made this known immediately to the brethren, 
and with joy he departed to the heavenly mansions and was 
buried with honor by the fathers. Later the Patriarch retumed 
with many followers and with deep reverence he took up the 
holy relics of Euthymius, and with lighted candles and 
incense they brought the relics to the structure which he 
erected and placed them securely within a sacred receptacle, 
0 that no one would be able to take part of them. 


You should know this, O brethren, of the holy Euthy- 
ius: that by nature he was inherently mild-mannered, reso- 
lute, of fair complexion, his cheerful face was round and 
comely, graceful in age; his beard was long, down to his 
thighs and even lower. All his parts were healthy and sound; 
none of his bodily members were missing, not even his teeth. 
He was bom, as we indicated, according to divine revelation, 
and was dedicated to God in the third year of his life, and at 
the age of ninety-six was translated to heavenly bliss. But let 
us recount a few of the wonders that he performed after his 
holy repose, and especially an exceptional and incomprehen- 
sible one of which the Hierodeacon Pheidon was the recipi- 
ent, and was the reason that the Lavra of the saint became a 
ceenobium, Attend therefore with heed to the entire matter, 
so that you will perceive how great is the authority of Sai 
Euthymius before God. 

One year after the repose of the saint, the pious Emperor 
Leo also reposed and he was succeeded by his grandson 
Leo, the son of his daughter by Zeno, who was but achild, and 
who lived only one year, leaving as successor his father 
Zeno. However, he was driven from the throne by a plot of 
the tyrant Basilicus, who became a tyrannical ruler and 
adhered to the heresy of Eutychius and Dioscorus, believing 
that Christ has only one nature, and uttered other blasphe- 
‘mous things about Him, whom the holy Fourth Ecumenical 


Council anathematized. In those days, the leaders of that 
heresy assembled in Jerusalem and elected their own Patri- 
arch. In the meantime, Zeno gathered constituents from 
Isauria and came to put Basilicus to death and seized his 
throne. The Patriarch Anastasius had reposed by then, and 
Manyrius sat on his throne, who in tum, sent a letter to 
Emperor Zeno and to Patriarch Acacius of Constantinople 
concerning the aforementioned heretics, to censure them, so 
asto eliminate scandals. Therefore, he gave the letters to his 
Deacon Pheidon, who went to Joppa, and upon finding and 
centering a ship there, he sailed on its maiden voyage on the 
‘open seas. But he was caught in a storm and the ship 
capsized, and some of the people drowned, while others 
seized floating wreckage. He also clung to such wreckage 
and floated with great difficulty, expecting his almost certain 
death. 

As he grieved in this misfortune and excessive exhaus- 
tion which was dreadfully painful, Saint Euthymius came to 
hismind and he cried out in faithto him thus: “O saintof God, 
Euthymius, hasten and save me from this difficult danger!” 
‘And as he prayed in this manner, he saw the saint walking on 
the waves, and he said to him: “Fearnot, for am Euthymius, 
the servant of the Lord Jesus Christ; and know this, that God 
‘was not pleased with the journey thou madest, and thisis why 
thou wast shipwrecked, Therefore, retum to him who sent 
you, and tell him not to be concemed about the schism of the 
‘Aposchists,” for ina few days before his repose, there will be 
a.union in the Church and all the Jerusalemites will have one 
shepherd and leader. Go to my Lavra and level all the cells 
from the foundations, and create there a caznobium where the 
‘cemetery is, as it is the will of God that the Lavra become a 
ccenobium.” After this, the great Euthymius took off his 
mantle and covered him, snatching him at once, and he found 
himself on land, moreover, in the midst of the Holy City — 
©, the wonder! Then he removed Saint Euthymius’ cloak, 
whereby he had traversed the sea as an eagle, and put on his 
usual clothes. 

‘One miracte followed another, for the mantle was seized 
againby an invisible hand and vanished. Pheidon meanwhile 
meditated in secret over what had occurred and how he was 
rescued from that great danger, wherein he glorified God and 
thanked the wondrous Euthymius, saying: “Now I see that 


3 This was Leo I the Thracian, also called the Great, reposed in 474 
AD. He was declared a Saint by the Church (commemorated 
January 20th) for his struggles on behalf of the Church, See 
Synaxarisies, Vol. 1, p. 513. 

> The Aposchists were heretics who were cutoff from the Church, 
because they did not recognize the canonical clergy, nor did they 
accept the Sacraments and Holy Traditions, i¢., the sign of the 
Cross, icons, etc. Synaxaristes, Vol. 1, p. 503, 


the great Euthymiusisa true servant of God!” He also related 
this to the Patriarch, who marvelled, saying: “A true prophet 
was the God-inspired Euthymius, as every thing that hap- 
pened at the Lavra, he foretold before his repose!” 


‘After this, he ordered Pheidon to do as the saint com- 
manded, and he gave him every assistance. Within a short 
period of time, they constructed the ceenobium with all the 
required necessities. But as they attempted to consecrate the 
‘church, they lacked water. In those areas, it rained only in 
‘winter, and the water that gathers in between the crevices and 
rocks served theirneeds for the remainder of the year. During 
the summer there is a severe shortage of water. 

To this end, they brought mules from many directions in 
order to carry water, but at midnight the great Euthymius 
appeared to the Abbot Elias and said tohim: “Why did ye not 
entreat the Lord to send you water, O ye of litte faith, but 
burden the pack animals instead? From the jawbone of an 
ass," God caused water to gush forth and quenched the thirst 
of Samson; and from the surface of the rock He satisfied a 
disobedient and ungrateful people — the Israelites; and 
believe ye that He will leave you helplessat such atime? Fear 
not, for within three hours, all the ditches willbe filled with 
water.” He awoke and revealed the vision to others, and 
straightway a great cloud appeared in the heavens, and it 
rained so much that they did not need any water except that 
which had rained down. The miracle was heard of through- 
‘out the desert. Therefore, Archbishop Martyrius went there, 
and they held a vigil and performed the consecration on the 
seventh of May. In the Holy Table, they placed the relics of 
the martyrs Probus, Tarachus, and Andronicus. At that 
time, it was twelve years since the repose of Saint Euthymius. 


After this, Pheidon became Bishop of the city of Dora.” 
‘The Patriarch Mantyrius assembled all the bishops and 
monks, and peace retumed to the Church according to the 
prediction of Saint Euthymius. At the monastery ofthe saint, 
afler the repose of the blessed Elias, Symeon became abbot, 
but lived for only three years. Later, they voted for Stephen. 
from Arabia, who had a brother named Procopius, who 
donated six hundred gold pieces to the monastery. 


A certain prefect by the name of Czsarius came to the 
Holy City, and he fell gravely ill. The doctors could not help 
him, so he went to the tomb of Saint Euthymius, and after he 
‘was anointed with oil from his lamp, he was immediately 
cured, Therefore, he donated all the gold that he could find 
to the Church, and promised further to donate vast sums. 
Upon retuming to his house, he went to Tripolis and dis- 
closed this miracle to Bishop Stephen. The bishop'snephew, 
meanwhile, Leontius, younger in age, as he heard this felt 
contrition in his soul, and from divine love he forsook the 
world and every physical pleasure and went to the monastery 
of Saint Euthymius, where he was tonsured, Thereafter, he 
not only became abbot, but also successor to the see upon his 
uncle's repose. At the monastery, they voted for another 
abbot by the name of Thomas, and Ceesarius out of piety 
‘came again to worship at the monastery of the saint, and they 
‘opened up the Diaconicon so that he could worship the Holy 
Cross and other precious relics. 


A certain brother, Theodotus, a Galatian by birth, while 
serving in the Diaconicon, saw the six hundred pieces of gold 
and, overcome by avarice, stole the gold with such cunning 
that no one noticed it. On the next day, he pretended that he 


% Judges 15:19 (LXX) 
> Numbers 20:8 (LXX) 

»? Martyrs Probus, Tarachus and Andronicus at Tarsus (A.D. 304) 
‘are commemorated on October 12th. ‘The three martyrs. were 
apprehended during the persecution under Diocletian and Maxim- 
ian; they were presented to Numerias Maximus. Maximus ad- 
dressed himself first to Tarachus, because he was well on in years, 
and asked his name. Tarachus replied: “I am a Christian 
‘Maximus said, “Speak not of your impiety, but tell me your name,’ 
‘Tarachus replied: “Iam a Christian.” Maximus said: “Strike him 
‘upon the mouth, and bid him not answer back.” Tarachus replied: 
“Ttell youmy true name. If you would know that which my parents 
gave me, itis Tarachus; when I bore arms I went by the name of 
Victor.” He was taken back toprison inchains. Probus was stripped 
and lashed with ox’s sinews. Demetrius the centurion said, whilst 
they were beating him, “Spare yourself. Sce how your blood runs 
in streams.” Probus answered, “Do what you will with my body. 
‘Your tormentsare sweet tome.” When they struck him on the belly, 
he said: “Lord, help Thy servant.” And afterwards, he said to 
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Maximus, “He helps me, and will help me; for I take so litte notice 
Of your torments that I do not obey you. ... The more my body 
suffers for Christ, the more my soul is strengthened.” Andronicus 
also suffered. Andronicus draws attention to the fact that his 
‘wounds have been practically healed. Probus had some of the wine 
‘and meat offered on their altars forced down his throat. He said to 
them: “You have done no great feat in making me taste these 
accursed offerings against my will....If you should force into me 
allthe offerings of all your altars, Ishould in no way be defiled. For 
God sees the violence which I suffer.” Afterwards, they were 
sentenced to wild beasts, but they all refused to harm them, fawning 
around them and licking their wounds. Maximus was furious and 
had them murdered by sword. The bodies were mixed up with those 
Of gladiators. Now when a violent storm dispersed the guards, the 
Christians distinguished the three bodies by a ray of light which 
streamed from them. Butler, Vol. 1V, pp. 83-85 

® Dor, or Dora, was a fortified city in Palestine which lay on the 
foothills of Mt. Carmel near the modern town of Tantoura. At the 
time of the Canaanites, it was the seat of a king, and during the 
Christian period, the seat of a bishop. Synaxaristes, Vol. Lp. 504 


‘was going to a secluded place, but left and went to Jerusalem. 
‘While he was passing by the Monastery of Martyrius, he took 
out fifty florins from the sack and hid the rest under a great 
rock, marking the spot; later he went to Joppa, where he 
rented a team of horses and then retumed to the rock where 
he had hidden the treasure — and behold God’s judgement! 
He saw a terrifying and awful sight. Under the rock there was 
a dreadful and frightening serpent, which, as if it were 
ondered to keep watch over the gold, would not permit him 
toapproach, and he leftin terror. Later, he retumed agai 
always found that terrible guard of the gold, who was vigilant 
and advanced towards him, driving him away so that he could 
not come near. 

‘The final time he attempted to approach, he was struck 
by an invisible force as if by a heavy club. From this, he fell 
tothe earth nearly dead, and certain Lazariotes, who were on 
their way to Jerusalem at the time, found him nearly dead, 
and lifted him up and brought him to the hospital. Ashe lay 
there for many days, he fell asleep and saw an elderly man 
who was very angry and said to him: “If thou dost not retum 
the money that thou hast stolen from the monastery, thou wilt 
never get well!” ‘Then he summoned the innkeeper and 
confessed the sin, When the abbot leamed of this, he went 10 
the Holy City and took Theodotus and carried him back on a 
‘mule to the rock. Behold the true miracle! That terrible 
sentry, as it saw the true owners of the treasure, withdrew, 
leaving them to take that which was theirs. ‘Theodotus, 
‘meanwhile, was immediately cured, recovering completely. 


‘Thomas served as abbot for eight years, and reposed on 
the twenty-fifth of March, having lived altogether seventy 
years. After the repose of Thomas, Leontius assumed the 
direction of the brethren in those days; and I (Monk Cyril of 
‘Scythopolis] was there, and wrote this Life as a lamb of that 
flock. Therefore, all that the holy fathers told me about the 
wonderful Euthymius, I did not conceal from their children 
or the next generation. Now I will write all the wonders that 
1 witnessed with my own eyes and from which I became 
‘convinced of the previous ones. 


In the sixteenth year of the Emperor Zeno, I put on the 
Holy Schema and went to Jerusalem to worship at the holy 
places, where I found John the Hesychast, and I asked him 
where I should go to find the salvation of my soul. As I 
inquired of him, he sent me to the monastery of the holy 
Euthymius. At that time, the aforementioned Leontius was 
abbot, and he received me gladly. While I was there, a certain 
monk, a Cilician by birth, whose name was Paul, was 
possessed of a demon. He was from the Monastery of 
‘Martyrius, and his relatives had brought him to the tomb of 


Saint Euthymius, who appeared to him at midnight and at 
once castout the demon. Afterthe monk washealed, he came 
to the Matins service and chanted with me. The monks of 
‘Mantyrius heard this, and they came to take Paul, when he 
‘was tonsured, back to their monastery; but because he was 
grateful, he never left the caenobium of the saint, and served 
us with all eagemess. Hearken to another similar story 


Ata distance of two stadia from the canobium, we had 
two cistems which the saint had constructed, one of whichhe 
gave to the Hagarenes whom he had baptized, for their use; 
the other was left to us, But in the summer, it was always 
locked, as there was adearth of water, Ona certain occasion, 
a barbarian went tothe cistem to water his camels; finding it 
locked, he was outraged, and with a single rock smashed the 
gate. Immediately, he was demonized, and he fell down 
foaming at the mouth and rolling on the ground. After a 
, the barbarian was brought to the monastery by a 
Christian named Thalavas, who related the matter 10 us. 
Wherefore, I felt pity for the barbarian; and so we took him 
and carried him to the tomb of the saint, who had punished 
him for his audacity, for he was the only one who could cure 
him; and again, through his philanthropy, he bestowed heal- 
ing. However, he received much more than that, for not only 
‘was he cured in body, but his soul was enlightened by divine 
grace, and he accepted Holy Baptism. Furthermore, he al 
cured the niece of the above-mentioned Thalavas of a foul 
demon, for she was brought from Bethany and drank a little 
sanctified water. The son of a certain Hagarene named 
‘Argod was grazing his sheep when a vehement demon 
entered into him and tormented him, causing him to lose his 
mind and distort his eyes and face, They brought him also to 
the tomb of Saint Euthymius, and he was cured withina short 
period of time, 


‘A woman from the village of Vitavoudison, who wed, 
was possessed by a furious demon who tormented her for 
seven months, Her husband was very sad, and not having any 
other recourse, brought her to the monastery and left her 
outside, as women were not permitted within. She stayed 
there for three days fasting and praying. Finally, Saint 
Euthymius appeared to her saying: “Behold, thou hast been 
cured. Therefore, retum to thy home.” And straightway, she 
found herself totally healthy, and departed glorifying God 
and thanking the saint, Not only then did she do so, but every 
year she went to the monastery with gifts, and remained 
outside kissing the earth with much piety; and she also 
received the brethren in her home, offering them hospitality 
as she could. 


Another brother with us, whose name was Procopius, 
was by birth a Galatian of noble lineage. Before he became 
a monk, he was possessed by a demon, which secretly 
tormented him, But when he came to the tomb of Saint 
Euthymius and put on the riassa 
(cassock), then the demon re- 
vealed itself (as the thief is ex- 
posed by light); and the unfortu- 
nate Procopius began to rend his 
flesh, and fell to the ground tor- 
mented dreadfully and became 
speechless. But the saint had 
compassion on him and in tum 
healed him from that demonic 
madness, and also loosened the 
bonds of his tongue. Heis withus 
to this day, not only healthy, but 
adomed with prudence and pa- 
tience, bearing the wonderful 
yoke of Christ, accordingly as he 
has been able. 


How can I not mention the 
miracle that happened to that 
stranger who came on a certain 
day as we sat at the monastery 
gate working on our handicrafts, 
and shouted aloud, as he was tor- 
mented by the demon, which 
cried out, saying: “Why dost thou 
drag me before my enemy who 
persecuteth and bumeth me? 
What is there between thee and 
me, O servant of God? Where art 
thou taking me by force? I will 
not come out from here!” Afterhe 
said this, he threw him before the 
‘gate and he lay there before those 
who saw him, a most lamentable 
sight, As we witnessed thi 
felt pity for him and, with diffi- 
culty, Hifted him up with the help 
of the doorkeeper, Babylas, and took him to the saint's 
sepulcher. And he cried again, saying: “Alas, I shall not go 
with you, but I will depart from this man, and will never enter 
him again!” As we arrived with much difficulty at the tomb 
of the saint, the demon shook him again and tore at him so 
severely that he remained speechless throughout the night. 
But in the moming — behold the miracle! — he was found 
healthy and of sound mind, so much so that everyone was 
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amazed, then asked him why he shouted the previous day, 
creating such a disturbance; and he said that he remembered 
nothing, neither how he came there, nor that he had created 
any disturbance. 


Furthermore, from the village of Vetag- 
abaion there was a priest in the monastery by the 
name of Achthavius, who was with us for forty- 
five years, and who kept the commandments of 
God with diligence and precision. This priest 
had a brother, named Romanus, in that village, 
which is near Gaza, who was poor and impious 
in his soul, but in this temporal life rich and 
prosperous. For thishe was envied by someone, 
and they attempted to harm his progress through 
sorcery. As a result, he fell grievously ill and 
suffered from a disease known as dropsy. He lay 
at home moaning and distended with water, so 
that the doctors gave up on him, and his friends 
lamented over him as one at death's threshold. 
Ashe lay w this dreadful state awaiting death, he 
made a sign to those who stood around him to 
eave the room, and then he tured to the wall, 
and, as another Hezekiah,” with contrition of 
heart he prayed: “O Lord of Hosts, look down 
upon me and deliver me from this dreadful ca 
lamity and need by the intercessions of Thy 
servant Euthymius!” As he said this, he saw an 
elderly monk with a white beard who said to him. 
ashe inquired: “Lam Euthymius upon whom you 
call, and Thave come to cure yourailment. Benot 
cowardly, but show it to me.” Thereupon, 
Romanus uncovered his stomach. The saint then 
made an incision with his fingers and cut away 
the infected part, as if with a scalpel. Out of his 
stomach, he excised an object shaped like a tin 
horseshoe with distinct markings, and he showed 
it to the ailing man, placing it on the table before 
him. He then closed the incision, thereby curing 
him altogether. Afterwards, he revealed to him 
the sorcerous plot and cautioned him to strive 
diligently for the salvation of his soul, lest he 
suffer etemally. Then Romanus arose, healthy and joyful, 
and cried out to his relatives telling them of the miracle; and 
he came to us also, and related the great benefaction to his 
brother the priest, which the saint had performed on his 
behalf, In addition, he still commemorates him every year to 
the glory of God. 


5TV Kings 20:2 (LXX) 


I did not wish to mention a certain wonder that was 
‘wrought recently, fearing that some people would not be- 
lieve it, as being adverse to the lovingkindness of the saint 
But, I write it as an example in order to instill fear into 
whoever swears falsely. 

Ina village called Faran, situated towards the East, there 
was a shepherd by the name of Cyriacus to whom an 
impoverished neighbor entrusted ten sheep to watch along 
with his own. Not long afterwards, a need arose and the poor 
‘man had to sell his sheep; so he asked Cyriacus for them, but 
the latter retumed only eight, keeping the other two himself, 
‘The poor man demanded that he give back all his sheep, but 
Cyriacus insisted that he was given only eight to tend. ‘The 
poor one continued: “Art thou willing to take an oath before 
Saint Euthymius, and I do not care if Tose them?” Cyriacus 
consented to do so, and as they approached the tomb, the one 
who had been wronged, seeing that the other was about to 
perjure himself, feared the iniquity and said: “Let us tum 
back, brother, for itis as ifthou hast already taken the oath.” 
Yel, that senseless one did not wish to, but he approached the 
sacred reliquary of Saint Euthymius and took a false oath 
audaciously, and later retumed to his house. 

Ashe lay in bed the following night, it appeared to him 
that the door opened and a monk came in with a rod in his 
hands, followed by five young men. Suddenly, the entire 
house was filled with an infinite light. The saint, with a stem. 
ook, shouted at him: “O vain one, how darest thou take a 
false oath on the tomb of Euthymius?” And he became 
speechless and unable to answer. The saint then ordered four 
of the young men to thrash him, and gave the rod to the fifth 
one saying: “Strike him with all thy might, that he no longer 
dare scom God and perjure himself, and take that which does 
not belong to him!” After they flogged him sufficiently, the 
saint 100k hold of the hand of the youth so that he would no 
longer strike Cyriacus, and said to the perjurer: “Didst thow 
not know, unrighteous one, that there is a God and that He 
judgeth the unjust on earth rightly? He imposed this punish- 
‘ment upon thee, not for thine own good, as tomorrow thou 
will die and others will take that which thou hast gathered 
unjustly, but for the correction of others, to escape the peril 
of perjury, and furthermore even to avoid the taking of a 
truthful oath, according to the commandment of the Lord.” 

‘After the holy one had said these things, he departed, but 
Cyriacus was unable to bear the pain, and cried out. His 
neighbors gathered round and he showed them the wounds, 
confessing the perjury. and begging them to take him to the 
tomb of the saint, that he might take pity upon him as a 
ple of the all-loving Christ, and cure him. As they stood 
about, and beheld the terrible sores, they were frightened, 
and woutd not lifthim, so they filled two sacks with straw and 
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placed him between them, and thus they transported him to 
the monastery. They related the whole matter to us in detail 
and showed us the frightful wounds that he sustained. Those 
who saw or heard of this wonder were terrified, and no one 
dared take an oath on the saint’s tomb again, true or false. 
Aftertwo days, the relatives of Cyriacus observed that he was 
near death, as his stomach burst open and he vomited 
continually. They took him back to his house and the next 
day he died. 


‘These are a few of the many marvels that the great 
Euthymius performed, as we have witnessed them with our 
eyes and have heard from many others. And I received much 
help from him and great benefit of body and soul, and 
‘witnessed numerous miracles that occurred daily at his tomb, 
which I did not record for the sake of brevity. Therefore, I 
often wondered in astonishment, saying: “How did God 
bestow so much authority on Saint Euthymius?” Wherefore, 
Tasked many ascetics of this desert who knew him and spoke 
with him many times, and also with Saint Savvas, and they 
narrated {0 me all that I wrote earlier. And may those who 
read this Life forgive me, if my style does not suit them. For 
the aforementioned Bishop John the Hesychast urged me to 
do so, and 1, being aware of my unworthiness and meager 
knowledge of letters did not dare attempt that which was 
beyond my powers and remained idle and inactive, and 
sojoumed in the Lavra for two years after I was instructed, 
desiring all the while to write this salutary account, but again 
T was hesitant for the above-state reason and besought God 
with tears to enlighten me. 

One day, as sat on a chair in sadness, Thad a scroll inmy 
hands, but did not know how to begin, and fell asteep. It was 
the second hour of the day, and in my vision I beheld the 
divine Savvas and the great Euthymius wearing the same 
garments, and Saint Savvas said to Saint Euthymius: 
“Behold thy Cyril, who claspeth the papyrus roll inhis hands 
and still has not begun to write!” And Saint Euthymius 
replied: “How can he fulfill such a task, if divine grace doth 
not descend upon him from on high to guide him?” The 
blessed Savvas continued: “Do thou give him that grace, O. 
holy father!” Then the great Euthymius put his hand in his 
bosom and took out a handsome silver and alabaster phial 
into which he dipped an instrument having a flat blade, and 
drew out a drop of liquid three times and put it in my mouth, 
Its appearance was that of olive oil, but in taste — behold the 
divine grace! — it was so sweet that if I likened it to honey. 
or sugar I would decrease its worth. Then from the untold 
delight, I awoke, and traces of that divine flavor were still in 
my mouth. Now, filled with that sublime pleasure, I began 
the present edifying narration, and after I completed that of 


Saint Euthymius, I wrote that of Saint Savvas, by whose through Jesus Christ our Lord, to Whom is due all glory, 
imtercessions may we be deemed worthy to emulate them as honor and worship, with the Father and the Holy Spirit, unto 
much as possible; and may become partakers of their glory all ages. Amen. 


EPILOGUE 


‘St. Euthymius the Great introduced and established a quently, we are not surprised to lear that a feature of his form 
pattem in the Judean Desert by founding and organizing a of monasticism placed special emphasis on the development 
type of training-ground for novices at St. Theoctistus’ Lower and encouragement of liturgical life and forms. The thrust of 
Monastery. Inso doing, devout young monks would nurture his efforts included hymnody, systematized singing and 
and develop discipline, and eventually could graduate from chanting, recording the way services were to be conducted, 
this larger monastic settlement to the anchoretic life of the constant work on new hymns, and dogma. The impact of his 
Lavra of St. Euthymius. This successful system was canon- works carried forth for the next four centuries, and was to be 
ized by St. Savvas the Sanctified in the next generation, a primary influence in the teaching, traditions and standards 
whereby the Caenobium became an indispensable prepara- now established and accepted by the Church. 
tory and initiation period. 

In Egypt’s Antonian-Pachomian era, the solitary and 
coenobitic forms were distinct and separate, with no formal Cyril, Monk of Scythopolis. The Great Synaxaristes of the 
interconnection. The majority of the Egyptian monks at that Orthodox Church, Vol. J: St. Euthymius the Great; Sth ed. 
time were generally illiterate; yet, St. Euthymius looked for Athens: Archimandrite Matthew Lagges, pub., 1978. Trans- 
his model in the Egyptian desert, which he never visited, in lation by Leonidas J. Papadopoulos and Georgia Lizardos. 
the austere and highly-educated St. Arsenius. St. Euthymius Edited by Reader Isaac E. Lambertsen. All rights reserved. 
himself was an ecclesiastic from three years old. Conse- Copyright Registration No. 110-493; Nov. 22, 1982. 


Arouyrixios, Tost Four 
Rejoice, O barren desert! Be glad, thou who hast not 
travailed! For a man of divine desires hath multiplied thy 
children ofthe Spirit; he hath planted them in piety and reared 
them in continence to the perfection of virtues. By his 
supplications, O Christ God, save Thou our souls. 


Kontaxion; PLacat or tHe Fourtn Tone MEGaLyNArion 
In thine august birth creation found joy, and in thy divine By interpretation, thy name, O saint, signifieth cheerful 
memory it receiveth the gladness of thy many miracles,O —_ Even so, hath it come to pass that thou art the cause and 
righteous one. Grant richly of these to our souls and cleanse —_occasion of rejoicing for all that ask thy prayers, O most wise 
the stains of our sins that we may chant: Alleluia. Euthymius. 
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The Septuagint Version, Greek and English. London: Samuel ‘Ages, Vol. VIll: Great Monks of the Desert, Syosset, NY: 
Bagster & Sons Lid Onthodox Church in America, 1981. 
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HOW TO FIND THE SAVING FAITH 
A Swort Diatocue, 
‘Furey Covrurtes 1. 


Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations; ask thy father, and 


Translator's forward: 

1 was once asked to convey some feeling as to how 
Tradition is used as a practical guide by Orthodox Chris- 
tians in their struggle to stay faithful to the one Faith 
revealed once,for allo the Apostles by the Word of Godwhen 
He took flesh for our salvation. No words, of course, are 
powerfuul enough to describe Tradition, a spiritual experi- 
ence which can only take place between spiritual fathers (or 
‘mothers) and spiritual sons (or daughters). Written words, 
however, may hope to give earnest inquirers at least some 
indication of the down-to-earth use of Tradition in our daily 
‘attempt to safeguard Truth from the subversion which the 
evil one, through appeal to our pride, is always trying to 
achieve. 

Toanswer such a difficult query, of course, I could do no 
better than to ask a Father of the Church, who wrote fifteen 
centuries ago, for explanation. His words are as relevant 
today as they were when first written, and so they shall stay 
uuntil the Second Coming. Here they are. 


ed 


‘Tomany men, well known for their high evel of sanctity 
and godly wisdom, I have often asked the same questions, 
and [ always got the same answers: 


—s there a safe method, of general use, to find out what is 
the genuine Catholic Faith, and what is guile stemming 
_from personal choices? 


—When I want to detect what is the deceitful result of human 
choices so as to avoid falling into such traps, this is what 
I (and all the others) do: we shelter our faith behind a 
double wall: the authority of the divine Law, and the 
‘Tradition of the Catholic Church. Thus, with the help of 
God, we may keep both our faith and ourselves healthy. 


—Since the Canon of the Holy Scriptures is perfect, why is 
there a need to add to it the interpretation of the Church? 
—Precisely because the Holy Scriptures are so deep that 
people donot understand them in asingle way. The same 
‘worus will be explained by so-and-so as meaning this, by 
so-and-so as meaning that, and so on. You will find as 


he will shew thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee 
Deuteronomy 


many interpretations as you will find human exegetes, 
Look at our own times: every thinker has his own idea 
and quarrels with all the others. Read Novation, Sabel- 
lius, Donatus, Eunomius, Arius, Macedonius, Photinius, 
Apollinaris, Priscillian, Jovinian, Pelagius, Nestoriu 
‘Should I name more? It will always be thus, and thi 
why, confronted with so many multi-sided erroneous 
views, we should always read the Prophetic and Apos- 
tolic Books under the guidance of the Church’s consen- 
sus. In the Catholic Church, we must always take the 
greatest care to keep to what has been believed by all, 
everywhere, and always. 


—What should the Orthodox Christian do, then, if some part 
of the Church falls away from universal communion? 

—What can he do, except prefer the healthy body to the 
corrupted member. 


—Yes, but what ifa new illness try to contaminate not asmall 
part of the Church, but the whole Church at once? 
—Then here, t00, he should take great care to stick to what 
was believed in the past. The past, of course, can no 

longer be seduced by a deceptive novelty. 


—And what if, in the past, an erroneous belief was held by 
two or three men, say, or a city, or even a whole 
Province? 

—In such cases, one must be prudent and, over the reckless 
ignorance of a few, one must give preference to the 
decrees (if any) of a universal council held in the past in 
‘the name of all the faithful. 


—This is granted, but there may be new opinions that no past 
council has ever assessed. 


—Then Orthodox Christians should make sure to ask advice 
from the past Fathers, confronting the opinions of all 
those who lived at various times in various places; those, 
that is, who remained firm in the Faith of the One 
Catholic Church where they have been accepted as 
authorized teachers. Everything that those men have 
confessed, by their writing and by their lives, not as an 
individual matter, but all together, openly, frequently, 
unceasingly —all this should be accepted with no 
reservation by all Orthodox Christians. 


—And who are these men whose opinions we should con- 
‘front? 

—I old you, those who have lived an exemplary life in the 
Orthodox Faith, and the Catholic Communion; who 
have remained within the Faith in their teachings, who 
were faithful to Christ to the very day of their death, or 
who were even deemed worthy of dying for Christ. They 
should be believed according to the following rule: 
everything they have taught as a council of unanimous 
theologians, everything they have transmitted to us after 
receiving it from Tradition and keeping it faithfully — 
this should be held by us as being beyond any possible 
doubt, a truth of absolute certainty. 


—Does this mean I should take each of these Fathers as an 
infallible guide? 


—(No! If so, what need would the Fathers have had for 
Ecumenical Councils? That only the canonical Scrip- 
tures have infallibility is testified by Blessed Augustine 
‘when he writes to Jerome: “It is fitting to bestow such 
honor and veneration only to the books of Scripture 
which are called canonical, for I absolutely believe that 
none of the authors who wrote them erred in anything, 
AS for the other writings, no matter how great was the 
excellence of their authors in sanctity and learning, I do 
not accept their teachings as true solely on the basis that 
they thus wrote and thought.”} 


—But how can one be a Father and err at the same time? 


—{There have been complicated conditions which have 
forced many Fathers to express themselves imprecisely; 
sometimes, to speak with adaptation to circumstances 
under the attacks of enemies; sometimes out of human 
ignorance, to which they also were subject. 


—How do we know they are Fathers, then? 


—If some have spoken imprecisely, or for some reason not 
known to us, even deviated from the right path, but no 
question were put to them, nor did anyone challenge 
them to leam the truth, then we admit them to the list of 
the Fathers, just as if they had not said it, because of the 
righteousness of their virtuous lives and because their 
faith, in other respects, is faultless. We do not, however, 
follow their individual teaching on the points in which 


they strayed from the path of truth. 


—Certainly, we should forcefully denounce them when they 
err? 


—Let me say this: if a Father has fallen into something 
unbecoming, then I would follow the example of Noah's, 
‘good sons and hide my father’s shame by using silence 
and gratitude as a cloak. I would not act as Cham did. 
Remember, Cham fell under the curse, not because he 
uncovered his father, but because he did not cover him. 
‘You should consider that the Fathers are human, and that 
‘no one made from clay and mutable matter can maintain 
himself forever superior to human blunder. | 


—True enough, but, in practical terms, what does this mean? 


—Letus talk of amanas holy and wise as can be; let that man 
be a bishop, let him be a saint and martyr. Tell you, 
everything that such aman may have thought outside the 
general opinion of the Fathers, or even in contradiction 
to it, should be relegated among minor private opinions, 
the kind which we associate with first-draft experimental 
thoughts indulged in the secret of one’s mind, For the 
sake of our etemal salvation, let us not act as those who 
follow their own choices to create schisms and heres 
Jetusnot trade age-old truth of a universal dogma for the 
novel error of a single man. 


—St. Vincent the Pilgrim [an Orthodox 
Christian from the Church of Gaul who 
struggled as a monk at the monastery of 
Lerins, and reposed in the Lord before 450.} 


Translator’ s note: The above dialogue was built from 
extracts of the Commonitorium, a book written by St. Vin- 
cent while at Lerins, Text bracketed by { } signs is actually 
from speeches by St. Mark of Ephesus at the Assembly of 
Florence in the fifteenth century. Text bracketed by [ ] signs 
is from St, Photius the Great (ninth century), taken partly 
from his Mystagogy of the Holy Spirit and partly from his 
letter to the Patriarch of Aquilea. These three texts were 
‘woven by the translator into the dialogue, to show how well 
they complemented St. Vincent's explanations on the Fa- 
thers. (Such cohesion across centuries is an excellent proof 
of how timeless the Orthodox faith really is.) 

—Hilaire Taurand 


HIGH QUALITY INCENSE FOR CHURCH USE 
Perfumed incenses, prepared according to traditional Byzantine methods 
Workshop conducted by a monk of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of Russia 
Inquire for varieties available and prices: 

Iveron Incense, Ltd.; 2135 N. Sawyer Ave.; Chicago, IL 60647 


35 


Letter from Chile 


Feast of the Protection of the Mother of God 
Dear Father Gregory, bless! 


‘Thank you forall yourkindness and especially forencouraging 
others to help us through the St. John of Kronstadt Benevolent 
Fund. The loss of many benefactors and the circumstances of that 
loss did indeed cause sorrow. But “out of evil, God brings good” 
‘and with your help many others will be aroused to fill the gap. 

Seventeen years ago Mother Juliana sent plans for a church to 
be built on our property, and 18 bishops ofthe Synod approved and 
blessed this construction, However, by God’s permission, the plans. 
‘were used to build a church in Santiago instead. All these years the 
Convent and Orphanage has had to squeeze everyone into a tiny 
‘wooden chapel up the hill from us on Fr. Benjamin’s property. 
Stifling in summer, frigid in winter, this litle building must be 
reached by a road which is often deep in mud, so that the children 
‘would stand through services with wet feet. (Only afew years ago 
‘large and beautiful social hall was added to the parish church in 
Santiagoand the grounds elegantly landscaped. Unfortunately, the 
parish seems unconcerned and only a few families make an effort 
to atiend services.) Mother Juliana has made many attempts 
throughout these years to gather enough money to begin construc- 
tion on achurch of our own. But the day to day expenses of caring 
for so many people and struggling just to keep our heads above 
‘water have made it seem like an impossible dream. But Mother's 
faith in God is unwavering and at last it appears that He will answer 
her prayer and the first Orthodox monastic church in Chile will be 
built to His glory and the salvation of many souls. 

People of lesser faith than Mother Jutiana’s might consider this 
‘particularly unfavorable time for such construction. But she has 
‘managed with God's help and against much opposition to build a 
complex on this Andean mountainside which functions asa light- 
house of Orthodoxy ina dark place. The enlarged and modernized 
Orphanage and the ever-expanding School have now been joined 
bby.a simple but impressive building in which fine sewing, embroi 
ory and related skills will be taught and the products sold. Ap- 
proved and assisted by the government, this project will provide 
{raining and opportunity for women to develop skills which will 
support them and their famities, and at the same time will bring 
profitto the Convent and Orphanage. The buildingcan alsobe used 
for other functions. 

Now, the church. Viadika Antony of Los Angeles, our dear 
Spiritual Father, visited us last week and blessed Mother Juliana to 
proceed with the construction of the church. She has signed the 
contract for this and at this time ground is being cleared for the 
foundation. The plans provide fora typically Russian-style church 
with the Temple on the upper level and beneath it the cells of the 
nuns, with an apartment and office for the Abbess, a kitchen, 
dining-room, etc, so that the Convent will be under the same roof 
asthe church. This isnot only economically prudent construction, 
but the costs of maintenance, heating, etc, will be lower than ifthe 
Convent were in a separate building. Incidentally, the Orphanage 
will be able to accept more children, as the space now occupied by 
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the nuns can be used as dormitories for the girls. 

The estimated total cost of this construction is $250,000 
(oltars, not pesos). Ithas been very difficult for Mother Juliana to 
set aside money as a nest egg, but at this time we have $40,000 in 
the bank and drawing interest. This sum is “sacred” and Mother 
refuses to touch it even in emergencies. Recently we received 
notice of a bequest of $40,000 which is also earmarked for our 
church. In addition, a number of persons, both in Chile and in the 
USS, have indicated that they will make substantial contributions 
for the church when they are satisfied that construction has actually 
begun, So, with this, and with profound trust in the Lord, Mother 
Juliana begins what is probably the crowning achievement of her 
life, a lie totally given to Christ, His Church, and His unfortunate 
“title ones.” 

Chile is nominally Catholic country and the religious feeling 
‘ofthe people runs deeper than one might think. The disintegration 
of the Roman Catholic Church has caused many sincere people to 
search for the True Faith, and the presence of this tiny monastic 
‘community serves atruly missionary function, insofar as is possible 
without areal Orthodox Church in which to welcome these earnest 
seekers. The Orthodox standards and teachings of our Orphanage 
‘and the influence of our School reach into countless homes of which 
wemay never eam, Iremember some 4 or 5 yearsago when Mother 
Juliana, in response to many appeals, began to teach Catechism in 
the dining-room of the Orphanage. These classes were held on 
‘Saturday mornings and lasted 2 or 3 hours, and the large room was 
crowded with teenagers and older people, spilling over onto the 
balcony, all eager to learn of Orthodoxy. Unfortunately, this was 
discouraged by some Catholic priests, and the people feared to 
come into our Orphanage for this purpose. However, to attend a 
Church service would be a different matter. Even there would be 
‘0 specific invitation given ina sermon, the people would have the 
‘opportunity to experience the atmosphere and the holiness of the 
Onthodox Church, and this alone would be a priceless benefit to 
them, 

We hope, Father Gregory, that you will pray for the accom- 
plishment of this God-pleasing work and will spread the word as, 
widely as possible. Our most urgent need, besides funds to build the 
‘Church, is for more Sisters tohelp us. As Mother so often says, we 
‘could do so much more if only we had more nuns. I don’t know if 
young people ever hear encouragement in Church to consider 
monastic life? Perhaps, as you wrote, such a life of self-sacrifice is 
too hard for Americans. But at least the option should be given 
them, don't you think? 

During the too-brief visit of Archbishop Antony, one young 
‘woman was clothed asa novice, and one rassofor-nun was tonsured 
and made her vows on the Apodosis of the Exaltation ofthe Cross 
‘May the Lord grant that many will follow, for the harvest is heavy 
and the laborers are few. 


With gratitude and love in Christ God, 
Mother Martha, 

for Abbess Juliana 

and Sisters 


Schemamonk Theodore 


‘The life of Schemamonk Theodore provides an example 
of a tireless battle for moral perfection amidst constant 
struggle and a multitude of trials. He was bom in 1756 in the 
city of Karachev in the Orlov province. His father was of the 
‘merchant class, his mother from a priest's family. He lost his 
father while he was still a child. His mother spared neither 
the litte that her husband had left her, nor her own labors in 
order to raise and educate him. She placed him in the home 
of one of her relatives, a priest, and there he was taught 
reading, writing and singing. Because he had a good voice 
he was particularly drawn to singing and liked to sing in 
church with his peers. Intelligent and modest, he pondered 
over the teachings of the Church with special attention and 
immersed himself in prayer. He wasnot attracted to the usual 
boyhood pastimes. He increasingly sought solitude, prayer 
and spiritual reading. 

When he came of age, Theodore, at his mother’s wishes, 
set up a small shop in Karachev and became a merchant. But 
this did not satisfy Theodore, He felt that this business was 
hindering the development of his soul, for it stealthily en- 
courages greed and induces one to deceive and injure his 
neighbor. ‘Theodore struggled against this for two years. 
Finally, there ripened within him the firm decision to leave 
the world and his mother and go off to a monastery. Theo- 
dore knew that it would be impossible to disclose his inten- 
tions to his mother. ‘The poor widow could never be recon- 
-ciled to such an idea. 

One night, after praying and entrusting himself and his 
‘mother to God’ providence, he secretly left home and made 
his way to the Ploschchansky Hermitage, which lies fifty- 
five miles from Karachey in a dense forest far from human 
habitation. This hermitage was noted for its especially strict 
cycle of services, and this further strengthened Theodore’s 
spiritual awareness. Meanwhile, his mother grieved deeply 
over this unexpected separation from her son. Losing him 
was even harder for her than burying her husband. She 
searched for him tirelessly and finally discovered where he 
was, She came to the hermitage and tearfully implored her 
son to return home, The son could not resist his mother's 
tears, He retumed with her to Karachev and resumed his 
trade, 

Still, his yeaming for the cherished way of life which he 
was forced to abandon gave him no rest. He left home again 
inthe dead of night, thistime for the White Banka Hermitage, 
which was also located in Orlov province. ‘This hermitage, 
in a beautiful wildemess in the midst of a dense forest, had a 
small community and had less in the way of the organization 
and facilities necessary for the moral suppor of anovice than 
Ploshchansky. When he realized this, Theodore went once 
again to Ploshchansky. Again, word of this reached his 
mother and she brought him home. 


Eyen in the world Theodore strove as much as he could 
to think more about spiritual matters. He sheltered pilgrims 
and fed the hungry. Beggars never left his window without 
alms. He sympathized with the plight of widows and orphans 
and visited and ministered to the ill. He was known asa pious 
and truly kind person. However, his disposition did not save 
‘Theodore from downfall. Hislife demonstrates the greatness 
of the forces of evil and temptation, but at the same time the 
greatness of the power of true repentance and what heights 
even a sinner can reach if he aspires to God with all his soul. 

A position for a steward opened in Karachev in the house 
of a rich merchant. Theodore accepted this position. The 
‘master of the house died soon thereafter, leaving his widow 
and four attractive adult daughters. Theodore was left in 
charge of everything. A passionate and enthusiastic person 
continually confronted with temptation, Theodore first 
yielded to base thought and desires and then followed his 
‘downfall. He succumbed to sins of the flesh. 

It was not long before Theodore began to struggle 
‘against this; he did not derive much enjoyment from life. He 
quickly came tohis senses. With inexpressible repentance he 
cursed his weakness and remembered the time he had spent 
in the monastery, when his life was not darkened by any vice. 
His determination to be done with the world and its sins, once 
and for all, was now steadfast. He began to pray for 
forgiveness and put more effort into almsgiving and all kind 
of good works. But he was acutely aware of the fact that only 
in solitude, in monastic labors could he heal his deep spiritual 
wound. 

He made up his mind to move away to a cloister farther 
from home and his memories of the past. Concealing his 
intent, he set out on a pilgrimage to Kiev. The beautiful 
location of the Kiev Caves Lavra, the great number of sacred 
and incorrupt relics, its glorious, centuries-old ecclesiastical 
tradition, its order of Divine Services — all this was 
extraordinarily appealing to Theodore. He wanted very 
much to stay in the Lavra. 

He feared, however, that he would be found there, and set 
off for Moldavia, for the famous Niamets Monastery where 
at that time several hundred brothers were living a strict 
monastic life under the leadership of the great elder 
Archimandrite Paisius (Velichkovsky). Father Paisius was 
already very frail and rarely left his cell. He could not count 
on being accepted into the monastery, but Theodore was in 
dire straits. What litle money he had brought with him from 
Russia (four and a half rubles) had already been spent, His 
summer robe was tattered, and winter was already upon him. 
Inthe face of this predicament, Theodore requested that he be 
allowed to sce Father Paisius, at least to get his blessing. 
Upon seeing his tattered garment, and noticing his impover- 
ished condition, Fr. Paisius began to weep and comfort him, 


and ordered that he be received into the brotherhood. He 
decreed that from that day on no one be refused admittance 
without his knowledge. 

‘Theodore was placed under the direct supervision of 
elder Sophronius. Theodore confessed his sins to him and, 
in order to strengthen his repentance, he was denied Com- 
munion of the Holy Mysteries for five years. In accordance 
with the rules, he performed all the obediences of a novice: 
he chopped and carried firewood, prepared food for the 
monks, tended the stoves, swept the cells, and took care of 
the bees, His profound, heartfelt prayernever failed him, and 
his spirit grew bright. 

Tn recognition of his serious and industrious life, in two 
years Theodore was made an assistant in the prosphora 
bakery, and shortly thereafter he became a desert dweller. In 
a completely deserted place lived the elder Onuphrius, a 
Chemigov nobleman by birth. When he was young he had 
labored as a fool-for-Christ for ten years, and then been 
tonsured in a monastery in the Ukraine. Later he went to Fr. 
Paisius in Moldavia. After some time had passed, he and his 
Iriend, Hieromonk Nicholas, became desert dwellers. Theo- 
dore also asked to join them. 

‘Onuphrius” spirit was particularly strong in faith and 
wisdom, and Nicholas’ primary virtue was his fear of God. 
‘Theodore excelled inhis obedience and diligence, Thus they 
lived and supported each other in their labors. They received 
Holy Communion once a month. Not long before Onuph- 
Tius" death, when Theodore happened to be away, thieves 
attacked the two elders. In vain they searched the place for 
money, and then vented their frustration by severely injuring 
them. ‘Theodore selflessly cared for them upon his retum, 
Shortly afier Onuphrius’ death, Theodore retumed to the 
monastery. There he worked at copying the books of the 
Holy Fathers which Fr, Paisius had translated from Greek to 
Church Slavonic, and sang and read in the choir. 

‘He was not to stay in Moldavia much longer. He buried 
both Nicholas and Fr. Paisius. Since at that time Emperor 
Alexander published an amnesty allowing all those whohad 
voluntarily left Russia to retum (and Fr. Theodore was 
numbered among them), he decided to go to his homeland. 
Just before he left the Niamets Monastery, Theodore was 
tonsured into the schema, 

He retumed to the Orlov eparchy, and at the bishop’s 
advice settled in the Cholnsky Monastery. There he was in 
charge of overseeing the cycle of services and, what was 
‘more important, he advised the brethren as Fr. Paisius had 
done, ic, he introduced the spirit of eldership. Meanwhile, 
word of Theodore's retum reached his home town and people 
‘began to come from there to visit him. He decided to move 
to the White Banks Hermitage, where Fr. Leonid, whom he 
had met in the Chotnsky Monastery, was living. 

‘About a mile and a half from the monastery, deep in the 
, a solitary cell was built for Fr. Theodore, and he 
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moved there with the ascetic Hieromonk Cleopas and Fr. 
Leonid. The fame of Fr. Theodore’s wisdom in the meantime 
kept growing and many people came tohim, Inonderto avoid 
this fame he went to northem Russia, to the New Lake 
Monastery, where Archimandrite Theophan was atthe time, 
He took only thirty kopecks with him when he went, and 
when he found five rubles which one of the brethren had 
secretly put among his things, he hastened to give it away to 
4 poor woman. 

‘The Metropolitan of Novgorod sent Fr. Theodore to live 
in the Paleostrov Hermitage on Lake Onega. There the elder 
suffered severe persecution due to slander. He had neither 
clothing nor shoes. He could not go out or receive any of the 
monks or converse with pilgrims. Before his death the 
individual responsible for this persecution repented and, 
throwing himself at his feet, tearfully begged Theodore for 
forgiveness. 

Exhausted by envy and persecution, Fr. Theodore re- 
treated to the skete at the Valaam Monastery, to his like- 
minded friends Cleopas and Leonid, who had already moved 
there. He spent six years there, but new persecutions forced 
him to seek asylum in another monastery, that of Alexander 
of Svir. 

“Glory to God, glory to God,” he repeated. “Atlast I can 
see the shore of the sea of earthly cares on which my soul has 
heretofore been cast about like a wretched boat.” He passed 
away on the eve of Bright Friday, 1822, after having received 
Unction and Holy Communion. Just before his death his face 
shone. A joyous smile illumined it. His disciples, who stood 
‘weeping around him, were awestruck, They stopped weep- 
ing and, trembling with reverence, they watched his bright 
repose, 


The foregoing translation from Russian Ascetics of the 
19th and 20th Centuries [3rd enlarged edition, St. Peters- 
burg, 1910; re-edited, supplemented with illustrations, and 
republished by Archimandrite Panteleimon, Holy Trinity 
Monastery, Jordanville, NY; 1966; pp. 194-201] was pre- 
paredunder the guidance of Antonina Janda. The bulk of the 
work was done by the students of a translation workshop 
under her direction at UCLA. She comments that for all but 
one of the fifteen individuals involved, this was a first-time 
exposure to Orthodoxy. There was a “heated debate on 
whether one can ‘leave the world 10 go to a monastery’ — 
‘many argued that monasteries are also in the world, and that 
leaving the worldis just impossible. Most found itimposs 
10 imagine how a man who abandoned his poor wido 
mother could be viewedas a heroic figure.” Nevertheless (or 
perhaps precisely because!) “the course got high ratings, 
‘and only one individual complained about the selection of 
materials.” This is certainly a brilliant instance of creative 
missionary activity! 
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THE MIRACLE AT CARTHAGE 


Wiicu rue Hoty Cuurcu Commesorares ox Tue 281n oF ApRit, 


At the time of the Emperor Heraclius and Niketas the 
Patrician, in 625 A.D.., the following miracle took place in 
Africa. 

In Carthage there was a soldier stationed in the imperial 
army, and due to a serious epidemic that swept the city he 
took his wife and went to a suburb of Carthage in order to 
avoid contact with those who were stricken by the plague. 
‘The devil, however, would give him no rest, and tempted him 
to commit a sin of the Mesh, so he committed adultery with 
his gardener’s wife. Suddenly he was stricken by the disease, 
which affects the lower thighs, and died. Three hours after 
his death he began to shout out of his grave, saying "Save me! 
Help me!” So they opened his grave and found him alive but 
unable to speak. ‘Thelassios the Pope of Africa treated him 
with comforting words. 

Three days later, however, he came to his senses and 
arrated the following: Asmy soul was to be separated from 
my body, I saw certain Ethiopians, black and awful in 
appearance, who swarmed round me and fought me. Then I 
saw two youths, the sight of which was radiant and awe 
inspiring, and brought joy to my soul, and they carried me up 
toheaven. (‘They were probably the Archangels Michael and 
Gabriel, who appeared to other people in the same form, as 
is told in theirmiracles,] The tolls of the black demons in the 
air scrutinized all my sins, some the sin of envy, some my 
lies, some my greed, To those sins the youths would answer 
by bringing up the virtues that I performed. When we 
reached the gate of the heaven we came to the toll of adultery, 
which examined the sin that T had committed immediately 
prior (o that, The demons won this bout and they lowered me 
to the darkest parts of the earth where the souls of the sinners 
are tormented and the sufferings of which are not possible for 
a human tongue to describe. 


When I was brought there I wept and lamented, Those 
two youths appeared to me again, and as I wept I said to them, 
“Have mercy on me and give me time to repent.” They then 
said one to the other, “Do you believe that he shall repent as 
he states?” The other answered, “Yes, I do agree.” They 
raised my soul up and laid itin the tomb. ‘There I saw my body 
appear as mud and rotting matter and did not wish to enter it, 
‘The youths then said to me, “It is impossible to repent in any 
other way, unless thou enter thy body and struggle through it 
to repent. Forby it ye committed the sin.” Tentered my body 
and it came to life and I began to shout. 

These were the things that he narrated to the astonish- 
‘ment and shock of all. He lived forty days afier that without 
eating or drinking. And with weeping and lamentation he 
reposed again. 

[In the manuscript known as Couvaras, atthe Monastery 
of St. Dionysius, the narrative described here is referred to in 
the 89th question of Anastasius the Sinaite. At the end, the 
author adds the following: “When people heard him yelling 
they benefited and were terrified by the story he told, and 
‘each lamented his sins. Observing that he was in shock and 
full of tears they bade him eat. But he would not listen to 
them, Instead, he went to the various churches and fell to the 
arth crying in a loud voice and weeping: “Woe unto those 
that sin and donot repent. Terrible is the perdition and severe 
the judgement that awaits them. 

He continued in this manner for forty days, fasting and 
keeping vigils and teaching, and retummed many sinners to 
repentance. He reposed in the Lord as he foretold his death 
twenty days before it occurred. 

Translated from The Great Synaxaristes [ed., M. 
Lagges, 1960] by Leo Papadopoulos; Ellensburg, WA; 
1987. All rights reserved by the translator. 


EVEN THE HETERODOX KNOW... 
Freemason rituals are blasphemous 


(Excerpts from an AP article) 
York, England — Church of England leaders over- 
whelmingly endorsed a report... that called Freemason 
rituals blasphemous... The church's policy-making 
General Synod, holding its regular summer session, 
voted [overwhelmingly] to endorse the report and com- 
mended it for discussion in the ... dioceses. 
‘The report ... said some Christians found Masonic 
rituals disturbing and "positively evil.” 
"Matters conceming Freemasonry have been a 
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matter of concern to Christians... for many 

Masons say their movement is nota rel at 
its aim is charitable works. However, the report said 
much Masonic language has religious overtones, in- 
ins, rituals, and a secret name for God — 
led the name blasphemous 
In Christian theology, the name of God must 
not be taken in vain, nor can it be replaced by an 
amalgam of the names of pagan deities, 

If only they knew the full truth of the matter... 


ST. ANASTASIOS OF SINAT 
Whose Memory the Holy Church Celebrates on 
the 21st Day of April 


ur holy father among the saints Anastasios renounced 
the world and those in it and picked up his cross according to 
the command of the Lord, and was tonsured a monk as he 
followed Christ with eagemess, He pursued the great 
struggles that lead toward virtue and visited Jerusalem, 
‘where he worshipped the holy shrines, and then went to Mt. 
Sinai. In that mountain he found monks who lived an austere 
life and stayed with them as he was obedient to them and 
served them. Because of his humility he received gifts from 
God such as wisdom and knowledge by which he recorded 
many lives of holy fathers and wrote soul-benefiting ser- 
mons. He arrived at a ripe old age and was translated to the 
Lord, 


[In Vol. 1 of Adam Zoemikiavois, p. 111, and in the footnotes 
of Kyr Evgenios, itis written that there were two Anastasioi, both 
‘of Mi. Sinai, who served as Patriarchs of Antioch, and that they each 
had a martyr’s end. One lived around 561 A.D., and struggled for 
the faith until his martyrdom in 599 A.D. The other succeeded his 
‘namesake in 599 and served as patriarch for ten years. He was then 
pputtodeath by the Jews, being thrown intoa fire. Some say that the 
famous book Doctrines of the Faith was written by the first 
‘Anastasios, Kavaeus, however, believes that this is the work of 
Maximus the Confessor. 

According to Evagrius, the book Odegus was written by the 
second Anastasios and not the first. Evagrius says that the first 
‘Anastasios was well versed in divine matters, refined in etiquette, 
‘and kept a careful diet, always cautious: he strove not to make 
ertors ether in sublime matters or in minor things that pertain to 
God. He never chose the easy way and never took the wide road 

Meletius tells us that the first Anastasios was exiled by Em- 
prot Justin, successor to Justinian, but was recalled twenty-three 
years later by Emperor Maurice and reinstated in his throne. 
‘Among Anastasios’ writings were A Sermon to the Antiochians, 
Concerning Church Assemblies, Christians Should Not Seek 
Vengeance, and To Our Deceased Brethren, as well as the book 
(Odegus, with an epigraph, which is in contrast to the above. 

‘About the first Anastasios, Meletius writes (Vol. II,p. 148) that 
the Jews cut off his private parts and in order to cause him more 
shame they put them in his mouth and later bum him in the market 
place. When the Emperor Phocas learned of this he dispatched 
‘Vonosus the Secretary for Near Eastern Affairs, and Copanas the 
Adjutant-General ofthe eastern army to Antioch, and they set upon 
the Jews, Some they put to death, others they tore to pieces, and 
‘others they drove out of Antioch. So it appears thatthe Anastasios 
‘who is mentioned in the Synataristes was.a Bishop of Antioch and 
‘ahicromartyr, as was the one which is mentioned on the twenticth 
of April 


Translated from The Great Synaxaristes [ed., M. Lagges, 
1960] by Leo Papadopoulos; Ellensburg, WA: 1987. All rights 
reserved by the translator. 


ST. ARDALION THE MIMIC 
Whose Memory the Holy Church Celebrates on 
the 14th Day of Apri 


‘The holy manyr Ardalion lived at the time of Maximian, 
298 A.D, By profession he wasan actor ora mimi 
the sorrows and woes of others. 

Onone occasion he decided to imitate the re 
Christians display when being martyred by the tyrants, So 
his friends staged an act where Ardalion was suspended from 
a height and supposedly mutilated because he would not 
sacrifice to the idols. The audience was so moved by his 
performance that they interrupted and gave him a standing 
ovation. Then Ardalion exclaimed in a great voice, telling 
the audience to stop their applause, and announced that he 
‘was a Christian in reality. 

‘The govemor of the territory advised him to change his, 
mind, but our martyr would not listen to him, and stayed firm 
inthe faith, He was cast into a bonfire that was lit on that spot, 
and thus he met his end and received the laurel of martyrdom, 


Translated from The Great Synaxaristes [ed., M. Lagges, 
1960] by Leo Papadopoulos; Ellensburg, WA; 1987. All 
rights reserved by the translator. 


ST. MEMNON THE RIGHTEOUS 
Whose Memory the Holy Church Celebrates on 
the 28th Day of Ap! 


Ourholy father among the saints Memnon renounced the 
world and those things in it due to his love for God, and spent 
his life righteously in obedience and humility. Sohe became 
abbot of monks. He also developed meekness and love and 
performed miracles. One time locusts descended on the 
lands of the monastery. He came out and prayed, and —Io, 
the wonder! — the locusts disappeared as if driven outby fire 
and drowned in the river. 

By his prayer he made water spring up in a parched land 
which streams forth to this very day to the glory of God. At 
the time of a storm he appeared to certain sailors in a vision, 
who called on his name, He steered their ship with encour- 
aging words, and soon brought them to a safe port. By such 
‘wonders he adomed his life, and benefitted those who called 
upon his name. He pleased God to the end and was translated 
to Him, carrying with him the fruits of his virtue 


Translated from The Great Synaxaristes fed, M. 
Lagges, 1960] by Leo Papadopoulos; Ellensburg, WA; 
1987. All rights reserved by the translator. 


THE IVERON ICON OF THE ALL-HOLY THEOTOKOS, 
KNOWN AS THE PORTAITISSA, OR THE KEEPER OF THE GATE 


Waics tHe Hoty Crurch Commemorares on tHE 31st oF Marcu 


[AND SEVERAL OTHER DAYS. 


The reign of the Byzantine Emperor Theophilus (829-842) was a time of 
terrible persecutions directed against the holy icons. Christians who venerated 
the sacred images were given over to torture on orders from the Emperor, and 
everywhere the icons were diligently ferreted out, cast forth from the churches 
and, having been subjected to sacrilegious treatment, were committed to the 
flames. 

Not far from the city of Nica, a wealthy and pious widow lived with her 
son, She had in her possession a cherished holy object: a miraculous icon of the 
Mother of God. For this icon she had appointed in her home a special chapel, 
to which she constantly repaired to pray. 

‘The Emperor's minions, who were detailed to search for icons everywhere, 
heard of this holy icon and, approaching the widow, said to her: “Give usmoney, 
or, carrying out the Emperor's will, we will torture thee!” She asked them to wait 
‘until the following day, and to this they assented. But while they were speaking, 
‘one of them struck at the image with his sword: then blood flowed from the cheek 
of the Mother of God, as from a living body! Long did the widow pray on her 
knees before the icon after the soldiers had departed, lifting up her hands to 
heaven; then, tears streaming from her eyes, she carried the icon to the shore of 
the sea and cried out in an outpouring of great faith: “O Mother of God, thou 
reignest over all creatures, and thine authority is infinite! Thou hast the power 
to keep thine image from sinking!” And after praying thus, the pious guardian 
Of the precious icon cast it into the sea. 

‘What feelings must she have experienced when she saw that the icon did not 
sink beneath the waters, but stood upright, as though someone were holding it 
so, and was bome westward over the waves! 

‘Afterwards, the woman asked her son to leave her alone to endure death for 
the veneration of the holy icons, and besought him to flee to Greece. Her son 
left for Thessalonica, but later went on to Mount Athos, where he received the 
‘monastic tonsure and struggled in ascetic endeavor in the area where the 
Monastery of Iveron now stands. From him, the monks of Athos heard the story 
of his mother and the icon she cast into the sea. Fortwo centuries, no one knew 
where the cherished icon was. But one day, the monks of the Monastery of 
Iveron saw on the sea a pillar of fire whose top reached up to the heavens, 
Astonished atthe sight of such a miracle, they cried aloud: “Lord, have mercy!" 
‘This vision was visible for several days and nights in succession. 

Monks from all the nearby monasteries gathered together, and from their 
‘vantage point on the shore of the sea they all saw that the pillar of fire was issuing 
forth from an icon of the Mother of God; but the nearer they drew to the water, 
the further off the icon withdrew from them. ‘The monks then assembled in the 
church with their abbots and besought God with tears to permit them to take up 
the sacred object. 

In those days there was struggling in that monastery an Iberian elder by the 
name of Gabriel. He was strict of life, but of childlike simplicity in disposition, 
Inthe summertime, he struggled high atop inaccessible cliffs, but in wintertime 
he would come down to the monastery, dressed in a hair-shirt, and subsist on 
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Mother of God "Keeper of the Portal" 
Holy Transfiguration Monastery 
Brookline, MA 


vegetables and water; indeed, he lived the 
life of an angel on earth. To this simple 
man the Mother of God appeared, re- 
splendent with a wondrous heavenly 
light, and said to him: “Say unto the abbot 
and the brethren that I wish to bestow 
upon them mine icon, my protection and. 
my help; then walk out upon the sca, 
treading upon the waves with faith. All 
will then know that my love and blessing. 
are with this habitation.” The elder then 
awoke and told the abbot of his dream. 
On the following day, the monks 
went down to the shore of the sea, bearing, 
censers and lamps, and chanting hymns 
ofsupplication. Gabriel stepped out upon 
the watersof the sea. Upbome by the faith 
which moves mountains, he miraculously 
strode over the waves as upon dry land, 
and lifted the holy icon from the sea, The 
monks met it joyously on the shore, 
placed it in a chapel nearby, and for three 
days and nights celebrated services of 


supplication before it; thereafter they bore the icon to the 
catholicon {the main church} of the monastery, where they 
set it in the sanctuary. 

‘The next day, when the monk whose duty it was to light 
the lamps entered the church before Matins, he found the icon 
gone, A search was made, and the image was discovered 
suspended above the gates of the monastery. They carried it, 
again into the church, but the same thing happened the 
following two nights. Finally, the Mother of God, appearing 
to the pious monk Gabriel, said: “Say unto the brethren that 
Tdo not wish to be preserved by you, but desire that I myself 
be your guardian, not only during your life on earth, but in 
heaven, Ihave asked that God bestow His mercy upon you 
through me, and so long as ye see mine icon in this monas- 
tery, the grace of my Son will not fail you.” 

In joy and gratitude, the monks constructed a church 
above the gates, to the glory of the all-holy Theotokos, and 
enshrined the icon therein, 

‘The icon is called the Portaitissa, or Keeper of the Gate, 
because of the site which it pleased the Theotokos to choose 
as the place in which her icon was to remains it is called the 
Iveron icon because of the monastery in which it is to be 
found. The wondrous symbolic meaning of the icon’s name 
is aptly expressed in the akathist hymn to the Iveron icon: 
“Rejoice, O good keeper of the gate who openest the portals 
Of paradise to the faithful!” 

‘There are a great many traditions associated with this 
icon, 

‘A certain brigand struck the holy icon with his sword, 
and blood flowed forth from it, which is visible to this day. 
‘The brigand repented and lived out his life among the 
brethren of Iveron, devoting himself to feats of asceticism. 

One day, Saracens, under the leadership of Amira, ar- 
rived off Mount Athos in fifteen ships and surrounded the 
monastery. The monks, removing the sacred vessels and the 
Ieron icon from the church, hid themselves in a certain 
fortified tower. ‘The enemy launched an attack on the 
monastery and, having scaled its walls, tied hawsers to the 


pillars of the catholicon, endeavoring to destroy the church. 
With tears, the monks called upon the Mother of God for 
help. Suddenly, a dreadful tempest arose, and the ships of the 
‘Saracens, with all the warriors aboard, sank, Only Amira 
survived, He repented, begged the monks to pray that he be 
delivered from damnation, and gave them much gold and 
silver with which to construct a rampart around the monas- 
tery higher than the walls then in existence. 

Often it would happen that the Mother of God, asan ever- 
vigilant keeper of the gate, would not allow men defiled by 
spiritual impurity to enter the monastery. 

‘Once, the Monastery of Iveron was threatened by a 
famine. The Mother of God appeared to the grieving abbot 
and sent him to the granary. And the granary was found to 
be full of grain, In addition to filling the empty granary, the 
Theotokos has also increased the monastery’s store of oil and 
vegetables, and delivered the monastery from a conflagra- 
tion and deadly contagion. 

In 1854, a great many Athonite monks abandoned their 
monasteries, so that of forty thousand monastics barely a 
thousand remained on the Holy Mountain, and even they 
contemplated fight, ‘Then the Queen of heaven appeared to 
many of those who dwelt in the wildemess and said: “Of what 
are ye afraid? All will pass and come to an end, and the 
Mountain will again be filled with monastics. While mine 
icon is still to be found in the Monastery of Iveron fear 
nought, but live on in your cells; but when I depart from the 
Monastery of Iveron, let each one take his pouch and go 
whithersoever he desireth.”” 

According to tradition, the Iveron icon appeared on the 
31st of March, on Tuesday of Bright Week, and in the 
Monastery of Iveron this is the day on which her feast i 
celebrated. On this day, the monks process down to the sea 
to the place where the icon was brought ashore by the holy 
ascetic Gabriel, and there celebrate a service of supplication 
to the Mistress of creation. 


Translated by Isaac E. Lambertsen. All Rights Reserved. 


Assistance for newly-formed mission sought 


St. Germain of Alaska Mission 
fo Lazarus Kiehl 

303 Capri Are 

Las Cruces, NM 88005 


Dear Orthodox Brethren: 

We are a small group of converts in the Russian Synod. By the 
‘grace of God and the intercessions of the Theotokos, we are trying. 
to starta readers’ mission here in Las Cruces, New Mexico... We 
have only one Synod church in our state, Sours from here, and the 
priest is sick... 


‘We already havea small room in our home set aside as achapel, 
and we have a nice collection of Orthodox books, which include a 
few service books. We also have some icons and other Church 
articles, We are writing mainly because our collection of service 
books is inadequate to always perform a complete service. We 
therefore request... extra copies of Orthodox services, service 
books, or icons. 

Please humbly remember us in your prayers — Lazarus, Maria, 
Joseph, Michael, Kyriaki and Isaac. 

‘Thank you sincerely, 
Joseph Kiehl 


THE ATHONITES AND THE GREEKS ABROAD 


Many are those Athonites, abbots, and even simple 
hicromonks, who venture beyond the national boundaries of 
Greece, to visit those Greek brethren who call themselves 
immigrants. To Australia, the United States and Europe, 
where they listen to the confession of immigrant Greeks and 
speak at their gatherings they go. 

‘This phenomenon is of course not new. Since the days 
of yore, Athonite Fathers have sacrificed their solitude, the 
contrite Athos itself, the tranquility of their monastic cells, 
for the sake of their brethren in the world. They used totravel 
to the towns and villages of the enslaved Hellas at a time 
‘when everyone struggles under the tyrant's yoke, in order to 
strengthen the Orthodox Christians in their Faith and to 
struggle with them. For this they incurred the rage and fury 
of the infidel tyrants, and suffered martyrs’ deaths, 

Other Athonites travelled to European cities, where the 
omnipotent Roman Catholicism held sway, or the many- 
headed Protestantism. There they fought for Orthodoxy and 
the survival of Orthodox Hellenism. Even to Russia they 
ventured in order to bolster the millions of Orthodox there 
from the systematic assault ofthe Franks and the Freemasons 
‘who at the end prevailed because of the sins of the political 
and spiritual leaders who were deeply influenced by the 
sinful West, and imitated her in most everything. 

Let us remember with respect Maximus the Greek. 

Traditional, therefore, are the excursions of the 
Athonites to the world in order to transmit the Orthodox 
‘witness without innovations and to strengthen the Orthodox 
Greeks in the Faith of their Fathers. 

‘And today the Athonites venture to the territory of the 
immigrant Greeks: Europe, the Americas, and Australia, 

At their disposal they have airplane tickets, luxurious 
hotels, royal accommodations and secular hospitality that 
overshadow the simplicity and self-imposed poverty of 
‘Mount Athos. Evens, the monastic skoufos is not tamished 
by secular blandishments. ‘The problem is, what do the 
contemporary Athonites have to offer the Greeks abroad to 
whose enclaves they travel? 

‘We shall not discuss at present whether or not they have 
thenecessary spiritual training and purity of sou! to enlighten 
the immigrant Greeks. We shall limit ourselves to the basic 
matters of Faith, When these Athonites commemorate and 
concelebrate with leading Ecumenists, when they keep silent 
at the betrayal of the Faith, when they follow two calendars 
and disregard holy Tradition, what shall they teach the 
Greeks in the diaspora? When the blind lead the blind, they 
shall both fall into a chasm. 

Not only do they scandalize those who keep faithfully 
the traditions of the Church, but they even scandalize conser- 


new-calendar people. This has been confirmed from 
letters of objective observers and from information we re- 
ceive from serious ecclesiastical periodicals of Athens, They 
reveal that the Athonites have been transformed into happy 
goldfish which swim sluggishly in the bowls of luxurious 
auditoriums, lecture halls and hotels, or into singing birds 
that delight the ecclesiastical new-calendar barons of the 
Greeks abroad. 

‘What Athonite has ever chastised Bishop Soterios of 
‘Canada who embraced the antichrist Pope? What Ath 
has ever condemned Stylianos, Archbishop of Australia, for 
his unhesitating ecumenism? What Athonite has ever dared 
remind Methodius of Thyateira that he should not give the 
sacraments to heretics? 

Which Athonites have condemned lakovos Koukouzis 
for his pro-Zionist tactics and for his crimes against our 
national heritage? They all exert themselves to exhaustion 
with their neo-orthodox rationalism which is popular every- 
where, and which no one understands, because in reality itis 
‘a misguided mentality. We have forgotten! Some of them 
mention the prayer of the heart and ceaseless prayer — 
excellent in themselves — but which pose no danger to the 
thieves and criminals who have ransacked the palace which 
has been erected by immaculate hands, the Orthodox 
Church, All those traitors of Orthodox Hellenism have 
invited them, so that they would throw ashesin the eyes of the 
immigrants. ‘They would like nothing better than to 
strengthen the position of the pscudo- bishops in the eyes of 
the discouraged and dismayed immigrants, due to the be- 
trayal of the Church, The Ecumenists would like to complete 
their crime and submerge Orthodoxy into the black sea of 
heresies. 

Negative, therefore, is the contribution of the contempo- 
rary Athonites to immigrant Hellenism. 

‘The immigrant Greeks, therefore, should not be en- 
thused over the hieroschema Athonites because they are 
contributing to their spiritual perdition. There are hagiorite 
Fathers who do not have theological degrees, but their lives 
and correct faith would be a balsam for the immigrant 
Hellenes — but these Fathers are not wanted by the New 
Calendar ecclesiastical leaders nor the heads of state. They 
despise them intensely because at the same time they hate the 
light and the truth of the Gospel. 

‘The contemporary abbots and hieromonks of Mt, Athos 
therefore are not benefactors to the immigrant Greeks, 
Without a leader, can a soul be saved? With a blind leader, 
‘no soul can be saved. 

Translated from Agathangelos Esphigmenites, Mt. Athos, 
1984, by Leo Papadopoulos, Astoria, NY, 1986. 
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NEW TITLES FROM PRESS & BOOKSERVICE 
Since the last issue of Living Orthodoxy, several new 
titles have been added to the offerings of the book- 
service. We commend them to your attention. Regret- 
tably, space and time limitations preclude the generous 
reviews they all deserve, Please do not neglect, in 
ordering, to allow for postage and handling in accor- 
dance with the usual schedule, provided below. Inclu- 
sion of stock numbers with your order will greatly aid in 
efficient handling of orders. 

Quasrmes oF Annals ane wre! 
M004 1988 Church Typicon & Calendar(*) 
Complete rubrical calendar, with directions for divine 
services, commemorations, and scripture readings for 
each day of the year $10.00 
M005 Orthodox Planning Calendar 1988(*) 
Convenient pocket calendar providing Church and 
civil calendar dates and principal commemoration, 
together with guidance for fast and feast days; 
adequate space for daily appointments 
R084 St, Herman Calendar 1988 Daily 
commemorations and readings for the entire year; 
generous additional editorial material of interest to 
Orthodox Christians $5.00 
ROSS Archbishop Anthony of Voronezh His life, 
long out of print, recently reprinted by Holy Trinity 
Monastery $2.00 
R082 Blessed John the Wonderworker New 
book concerning the life and miracles of Blessed John 
Matimovich of San Francisco, recently released by 
Orthodox Word $15,00 
ROS6 St. Anastasia the Deliverer from Potions 
New life, not previously available in English. An 
early Roman martyr, St. Anastasia is especially 
invoked for assistance in medical problems. 
R083 Metropolitan Philaret of New York: 
Selected Writings IIA second volume of our 
recently-reposed righteous Metropolitan, continuing 
the valuable material of the first. Must reading for all 
who take the Faith seriously. $5.00 
Tiles marked (+) are publications of the St.John of Kronsalt Press please 
inquire concerning quantity prices 
POSTAGEIMANDLING: onder to $10, $1; 0 520,52; 0 $50, $3; over 
$50, $4, Customers outside USA please allow an addtional S2order. All 
remitances in US funds, please, to: THEST. JOHN OF KRONSTADT 
PRESS (check or money order) RL1 Box 171; Liberty, TN37095, Due 
to our limited resources we most ask that all orders be prepatd (an 
invoice charge will be added to charge orders which are accepted) 
Commercial accounts please inquire concerning terms. PLEASE DO 


NOT COMBINE BOOKSERVICE AND MENAION SERVICE 
ORDERS FOR P&H PURPOSES!!! 


$3.50 


$3.00 


NEW MENAION SERVICES 
‘The following services have been released since the last issue of 
Living Orthodoxy. Please note ordering terms below. Please order 
by serial number, date and title, 


96 09.29 St.Cyriacus 
98 10.04 St. Paul the Simple 

99 10.06 Ap. Thomas 

100 10.08 St. Thais 

101 10.11 Ap. Philip; St. Theophanes 
97 10.11 Fathers of 7th Council 


102102 


St. Demetrius; Earthquake 


103 11.03 St. Acepsimus etal: 
Ded. Church St. George 
104 11.08 Archangel Michael & All Angels 


105 11,08Ak Akathist to Archangel Michael 


107 11.09 St. Onesiphorus etal. r 
106 11.09 Quick to Hear Icon of the Theotokos $3.65 
113 11.19 Pr. Obadiah; St. Barlaam $2.25 
108 11.23 St. Metrophanes $3.65 
109 11.23Ak Akathist to St. Metrophanes. $2.60 
10 11.24 — SS Catherine & Mercurius $4.70 
111 11.26 St. Alypius the Stylite $1.90 
112 11.26 St. Innocent $3.65, 
14 1130 Ap. Andrew $5.75 
MS 1201 St. Philaret $1.90 
116 12.03 Pr. Zephaniah $1.90 
117 1207 St. Ambrose $1.90 
118 12.118 Sunday of the Forefathers $3.30 
120 12.188 Sunday before Nativity $540 
121 12.265 Sunday after Nativity $2.60 
119 12.27 St. Stephen $4.70 


Please add P&H (Ist class or Priority mail) according to the 
following schedule, Menaion service orders cannot be com- 
bined with regular bookservice orders for P&H purposes. 


Upto S10, add 2,00 
$10.01 10 $30, add $4.00 
530.01 10 $75.00, add $6.00 
Over $75.00, add $8.00 


Outside USA & Canada: Double the above amounts; US$ only! 
Order from: ‘The St. John of Kronstadt Press; Rt. 1 Box 208; 
Liberty, TN 37095 USA 


MENAION SERVICES 

CHARTER SUBSCRIPTION. 

DEADLINE EXTENDED 
Delays in making needed mailing have encouraged us to 
extend the deadline for charter subscriptions until 31 January 
1988. Initial deposit for a charter subscription is now $350. 
Subscription prices are approximately 70% of retail prices, 
Charter subscribers will receive all services released to date, 
all new services as released; potential future per-page price 
reductions will apply retroactively to all services, Deep dis- 
counts on final bound volumes will be available to charter 
subscribers, Don't delay... open now! 


